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Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery
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GOING LIVE — The 2026 season of Live On Stage con-
tinues at the Chute Rooster in Hill City this Saturday, with 
featured artists Paul Larson, Pat Rowe and Jenn 7 Kyle 
Youngblood. The event, sponsored by the Hill City Arts 
Council, begins at 6 p.m., with the featured artist taking 
place at 7 pm. Admission is $10, and there will be a 
silent auction and sale for each event donated by Stevie 
Cummins of Jewel of the West. All proceeds from the 
pass the hat supports the Hill City Arts Council scholar-
ship program. [WT Photo/LESLIE SILVERMAN]

CALL NOW
1.877.361.0119 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.



   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217  
HELP WANTED: 
FULL-TIME K-8 TEACHER 
Elk Mountain School District 
16-2, a rural country school 
in western Custer County, 
has the following opening 
for a South Dakota certified, 
full-time K-8 Teacher for the 
second semester of the 
2025-2026 school year. Elk 
Mountain School is on a 
four-day week schedule 
with standard holidays. 
Applicants need a valid dri-
ver’s license, a reliable vehi-
cle for transporting stu-
dents, and would be subject 
to a criminal background 
check. Pay will be deter-
mined based on education 
and experience.  School-
related travel will be reim-
bursed. Vacancy open until 
it is filled.  Please send a let-
ter of interest and resume to 
Lisa Pitts, Superintendent.  
10222 Valley Rd.  Dewey, 
SD  57735 or e-mail to 
Lisa.Pitts@k12.sd.us.  EOE 

           14 4c  

CUSTER SENIOR 
CENTER BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS is accepting 
resumes for the full-time 
position of Custer Senior 
Center Director.  The pri-
mary duties are grant-
request writing,  finances, 
and facility management.  
Experience with 
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary 
dependent upon related 
experience. For more infor-

mation send an email to 
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 
605-673-2708. Custer 
Senior Center is an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.          11 1tfnc 
FOR RENT: 
FOR RENT IN CUSTER -  
Two bedroom house on 
Harbach Lane. $1,200 per 
month includes electric. Call 
605-440-3103 or 605-517-
0629.             15  4p 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        7 tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.         8 tfnc 
 

SPACIOUS ONE-BED-
ROOM UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT. 
Great location, atmosphere 
and views. Call 605-673-
1531.          13 2tfnc 

ONE AND TWO BED-
ROOM efficiency apart-
ments. All utilities paid, WiFi 
Roku TV, two vehicles per 
unit. Dogs allowed. Contact 
605-440-0370.           12 4p 

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            1 1tfnc 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     2 1tfnc 

FOR LEASE: 
 

TWO BEDROOM, 2 BATH 
TOWNHOMES with one-car 
attached garage located on 
Bluebell Lane in Stone Hill 
of Custer subdivision Lease 
includes lawn care, snow 
removal and basic cable. 
Lease amounts start at 
$1,445.00, plus utilities, one 
year signed lease. Deposit 
and credit check required. 
Please call Jan Wilson at 
605-440-0434 for showings. 

         17  3tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          10 1tfnc 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

           9 1tfnc 
FARM & RANCH 
FOR SALE: 70-370 pound 
prairie hay round bales. $14 
each. Will load your trailer. 
Deerfield Road. Wild Bill. 
605-517-1233.            18 3p 
FIREARMS 
FOR SALE: .375 1873 
Great Western II Revolver. 
Never been fired. Call 605-

517-2250.            16  3p 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       6 1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            3 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        4 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             5 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

AUCTIONS: 
DOUBLE J FARMS 
52ND Annual Simmental, 
SimAngus Bull & Bred 
Female Sale. LIVE: 
DVAuction.com Noon, 
Friday, Jan 23 @ 
Garretson, SD Kipp 
Julson 605-351-9088 
doublejsimmentals.com 

FOR SALE: 
FOR SALE: Boston 
Terrier puppies. Very 
cute. Health guaranteed. 
Ready to go Jan. 15th. 
$500.00. First come/first 
serve. Hot Springs, SD. 
715-937-0916 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details. 

EMPLOYMENT:  
HORIZON HEALTH 
SEEKS FT nurse practi-
tioner/physician assis-
tant in Wessington 
Springs. Duties include 
clinic and ER coverage. 
Horizon’s full benefits 
package includes loan 
repayment and reloca-
tion bonus. Apply at hori-

zonhealthcare.org/career
s 

HORIZON HEALTH 
SEEKS FT nurse practi-
tioner or physician assis-
tant in Martin. Horizon's 
full benefits package 
includes loan repayment 
and relocation bonus. 
Apply at horizonhealth-
care.org/careers 

HAND COUNTY HIGH-
WAY DEPT - 4-day work 
week, great pay and ben-
efits, check it out at 
https://hand.sdcounties.o
rg/employment/ for 
details.  

LIVESTOCK: 
KOUPAL’S B&B ANGUS 
BULL SALE: Monday, 
February 9, 2026 1:00 
pm. CT, at the ranch, 
Dante, SD.190 Angus 
Bulls, 50 commercial 
heifers, and pick of 2025 
heifer Crop Live Bidding 
on DV Auction. Bud 
Koupal 605-491-2102. 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details. 
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENTS

AUTO DETAILING

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

ACCOUNTING

HANDYMAN

WELLNESS SPA

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

HILL CITY
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Hot topics aplenty on 2026 SD legislative session agenda
By Bart Pfankuch 
South Dakota News Watch 

 
With a slate of hot-button 

policy issues on the table 
and limited funding to work 
with, state Sen. Jim 
Mehlhaff of Pierre said it is 
difficult to predict how the 
2026 legislative session will 
play out in the South Dakota 
Capitol this year. 

“A legislative session is 
just like the rest of my life – 
it usually goes just the way I 
didn't plan,” the Republican 
Senate majority leader said 
of the roughly two-month 
session that convenes Tues-
day. “Maybe we can have re-
spectful discussions and find 
good compromises, but it 
could also become a rodeo-
and-a-half, too.” 

All joking aside, South 
Dakota lawmakers are ex-
pected to tackle a roster of 
topics that could have long-
lasting impact on the state 
and its roughly 925,000 resi-
dents. 

Mehlhaff said that in ad-
dition to the annual battle 
over how to spend state 
money, legislators are also 
sure to dive headlong this 
session into property tax re-
form and legislation regard-
ing data centers. 

Rep. Mike Derby, a Re-
publican from Rapid City, 
said other major policy is-
sues on the 2026 agenda in-
clude efforts to change the 
state's electoral process, pos-
sible regulation of tax incre-
ment financing districts and 
refining how economic de-
velopment tools are used in 
the state. 

Hovering over any policy 
debates, however, will be the 
difficult task of developing 
and passing an annual state 
spending plan following a 
year when overall tax rev-
enues fell by 1.4 percent. In 
response, Republican Gov. 
Larry Rhoden has proposed 
no funding increases for 
schools, state employees and 
government-funded health 
programs. 

“That’s what we’re going 
to spend all session talking 
about,” said Derby, who will 
lead budget discussions as 
chairman of the Joint Appro-
priations Committee. “We 
have a long list of ideas peo-
ple want to discuss.” 

South Dakota’s 
annual budget 

Passing a spending plan 
for the upcoming fiscal year 
is the Legislature's only re-
quired action each year. Af-
ter several years of receiving 
a total of roughly $1.3 bil-

lion in federal funds related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
lawmakers are back into 
what Derby describes as 
budget “normalization” 
mode. 

In his budget address in 
December, Rhoden proposed 
a lean budget but did include 
$14 million in discretionary 
funds lawmakers could pos-
sibly use to advance one-
time local, regional or 
statewide projects. 

Derby noted that the gov-
ernor’s budget recommenda-
tion is subject to review and 
alteration. For instance, 
some lawmakers might try 
to use the discretionary mon-
ey to give one-time bumps 
to state employees, schools 
and Medicaid providers, he 
said. 

Other ideas that could 
rise up during budget negoti-
ations include funding of air-
port expansions, finding 
ways to tap into funds from 
unclaimed property and us-
ing money Rhoden targeted 
toward boosting state re-
serves to fund new or ongo-
ing projects instead. 

Property tax relief 
Lawmakers tried and 

failed in 2025 to reform the 
property tax system, which 
largely funds local schools 
and county governments. 

The push to reform the 
property taxes comes as 
many South Dakota home-
owners have seen sharp in-
creases in property valua-
tions that have correspond-
ingly caused their tax bills to 
jump. Most state govern-
ment operations are funded 
through the state sales and 
use taxes. 

A summer task force 
made 19 recommendations 
on how to reduce the burden 
on homeowners, and those 
ideas are still on the table. 

Rhoden has offered a 
plan to allow counties to 
vote in a local sales tax to 
offset a reduction in property 
taxes, and gubernatorial can-
didate U.S. Rep. Dusty 
Johnson has floated a plan to 
give homeowners a $400 an-
nual property tax credit. 

Mehlhaff told News 
Watch he will offer a plan 
this session to increase the 
statewide sales tax by 2 per-
cent and use that money to 
remove the burden of fund-
ing schools from local tax-

payers. 
Pros and cons 
of data centers 

The decision on whether 
to allow construction of data 
centers that use extensive 
electricity and water to store 
huge amounts of computer 
data is perhaps the hottest 
topic in South Dakota right 
now. 

The issue drew a large 
crowd and high emotions at 
a Sioux Falls City Council 
meeting Jan. 6. 

“There’s going to be a ro-
bust debate about whether 
we should incentive data 
centers to come to South 
Dakota or put up barriers to 
them,” Mehlhaff said. 

A bill has already been 
filed to provide tax exemp-
tions for data centers in an 
attempt to encourage their 
development in the state. 

Mehlhaff, who is a co-
sponsor of that bill, said he 
would rather see data centers 
built in the United States, in-
cluding South Dakota, in-
stead of in foreign countries 
such as China. 

Democrats to 
push prison reform 

The recent large expendi-
tures related to building new 
prisons for men and women 
in South Dakota will trans-
late into efforts in the up-
coming session to reform el-
ements of the state judicial 
system and current criminal 
sentencing laws, said Rep. 
Erin Healy, a Sioux Falls 
Democrat who is the House 
minority leader. 

In the past two years, 
lawmakers have approved 
construction of a $650 mil-
lion men’s prison for a site in 
eastern Sioux Falls and an 
$87 million women’s prison 
now being built in Rapid 
City. 

Healy said she expects to 
see legislation filed to keep 
low-level offenders out of 
prison and to provide better 
prison programs to reduce 
recidivism. 

“I think people are realiz-
ing that incarcerating people 
is a very expensive endeavor 
and that if we take care of 
people after arrest or before 
re-entry (into society) that 
we can avoid some of those 
costs,” Healy said. “We can 
help people before they enter 
the system because it costs 
us less money but also be-

cause it’s the right thing to 
do.” 

Healy expects to file a 
bill to provide some criminal 
immunity from drug charges 
to anyone who witnesses 
someone else suffering an 
overdose. 

Amid a tight budget year, 
Democrats will be looking 
for new revenue streams in 
2026 to counter the funding 
freezes Gov. Rhoden has 
proposed for schools, state 
employees and Medicaid-
funded health programs, 
Healy said. 

She also said the rhetoric 
in the Capitol might be 
heightened due to the up-
coming 2026 gubernatorial 
election as candidates and 
their supporters seek to drive 
home messaging they be-
lieve will resonate with vot-
ers. 

Rhoden, one of those 
candidates, faces primary 
challengers from within and 
outside of the state Legisla-
ture. 

“There are going to be 
some interesting develop-
ments and potentially we’re 
going to see some new prior-
ities coming out from differ-
ent camps aligned with gu-
bernatorial candidates,” 
Healy said. 

Five bills worth a look 
before South Dakota's leg-
islative session 

• House Bill 1010 would 
further restrict the use of 
cellphones while driving, 

making it illegal to look up, 
choose or enter a telephone 
number while behind the 
wheel. 

• House Bill 1017 would 
allow school districts to send 
unruly students to be taught 
in an alternative setting if 
their behavior disrupts the 
classroom learning environ-
ment. 

• House Bill 1037 would 
waive the fee for a fishing li-
cense for active-duty mili-
tary members and for mili-
tary veterans who were hon-
orably discharged. 

• Senate Bill 16 would 
require anyone intending to 
work as a hunting or fishing 
guide to obtain state certifi-

cation before taking on 
clients. 

• Senate Bill 47 would 
make it more difficult for 
government entities to go in-
to executive session to dis-
cuss topics outside the 
purview of the press and 
public. 

This story was produced 
by South Dakota News 
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read 
more stories and donate at 
sdnewswatch.org and sign 
up for an email to get stories 
when they're published. 
Contact content director 
Bart Pfankuch at 
bart.pfankuch@sd-
newswatch.org. 

iIN SESSION — The chamber of the South Dakota House of Representatives on Feb. 6 at the 
Capitol in Pierre. [Submitted Photo/BART PFANKUCH - SOUTH DAKOTA NEWS WATCH]

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (888) 368-1463
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