
 
Our 

deadlines 
are 

Friday by  
5 pm 

for the 
following 
weeks’ 

Wednesday 
paper 

edition! 
Thank You.

Thanks for saying 
you saw  

it in the Western 
Trader! 

ON TAP AT THE TAPROOM — Black Hills Native, solo, 
acoustic and fan favorite artist Brent Morris sings classic 
country music inspired by all of the late great country 
music stars, including Chris LeDoux. Morris will perform 
Sunday afternoon at the Prairie Dog Taproom outside 
Hill City for a guaranteed fun time—you’ll be singing 
along all afternoon! [Submitted Photo]



   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217      
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY 
WINTER BARGAINS ARE 
FOUND At 101 Pine Ave In 
Hill City on Saturdays 10 AM 
-  4 PM - Free Coffee and 
Cookies        145 45tfn 
HELP WANTED: 
THE TOWN OF HERMOSA 
is seeking a Full-Time 
Administrative Assistant. 
The pay rate will depend on 
experience. Job 
Description/Role and 
Responsibilities: This posi-
tion provides administrative 
support to the Finance 
Office, Board of Trustees, 
Public Works Department, 
and Planning & Zoning. 
Essential duties and 
responsibilities include the 
following: Enter meter read-
ings, calculate bills, prepare 
and mail billing cards, 
process all utility payments 
and prepare utility deposits. 
Receive and process appli-
cations for new services and 
customer applications, 
process deposits, arrange 
for turn on/off services. 
Monitor garbage collection, 
prepare monthly monitoring 
reports, perform collection 
action for delinquent bills, 
maintain permanent cus-
tomer account files, field 
complaints, and other duties 
as assigned. This person 
will be responsible for 
answering phones, incom-
ing mail, and front desk cus-
tomer assistance. QUALIFI-
CATIONS AND EDUCTION 
REQUIREMENTS: High 
school diploma or GED 
equivalent, and three years’ 
verifiable experience in the 
administrative field and cus-
tomer service. Must have 
knowledge of Microsoft 
Office products. APPLICA-
TIONS AND RESUMES 
ACCEPTED UNTIL 
NOVEMBER 21, 202 Email: 
t own@hermosasd .com  
Fax: (605) 255-4094 Mail: 
Town of Hermosa P.O. Box 
298 Hermosa, SD 57744     

         144 46c 

THE TOWN OF HERMOSA 
IS ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS for a part-time Water 
Meter Reader. This position 
averages about 10-15 hours 
per month and supports the 
Town’s Public Works 
D e p a r t m e n t . 
Responsibilities include 
reading residential and 
commercial water meters, 

recording data accurately, 
and reporting any irregulari-
ties. Meters may be read 
using a digital scanner or by 
visually checking analog 
displays.  According to the 
Town of Hermosa 
Ordinance, meters are read 
on or about the twentieth of 
the month, regardless of the 
weather. Applicants must 
have attention to detail, the 
ability to work independent-
ly, and a valid driver’s 
license with reliable trans-
portation. Walking and driv-
ing within town limits is 
required. Compensation is 
currently $16.50 per hour, 
subject to Board approval. 
To apply, please submit an 
application to the Town of 
Hermosa Office. 
Applications will be 
reviewed as received until 
the position is filled.      143 46c 

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME 
Emergency Dispatcher in 
our 9-1-1 Communications 
Center. This position is 
responsible for receiving 
and dispatching emergency 
and non-emergency calls 
for law enforcement, fire, 
EMS, and other agencies, 
while maintaining profes-
sional composure in high-
pressure situations. The 
role requires operating radio 
and computer systems, doc-
umenting all activity in the 
CAD system, and coordinat-
ing with multiple public safe-
ty agencies. Applicants 
must be 18+, a U.S. citizen, 
hold or be able to obtain a 
valid South Dakota driver’s 
license, have a high school 
diploma or GED, no felony 
convictions, and be able to 
pass a background check. 
Applicants must complete 
the South Dakota 911 Basic 
Course within one year of 
hire and be willing to work 
all shifts, including nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 
Starting pay is $21.71/hour 
(non-certified) or 
$22.65/hour if currently or 
upon becoming South 
Dakota certified, with a 
$1.00/hour shift differential 
for hours worked 6 PM–6 
AM. Custer County offers 
paid holidays, vacation, sick 
leave, health insurance, 
optional dental, vision, life 
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match. 
If you wish to apply, visit 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact 
Amber Maidens, HR 
Director, at 605-673-8134 or 
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. Applications 
accepted until position is 
filled. Custer County is an 
Equal Opportunity 

Employer.          137 46c 
FIREWOOD 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. 
Split pine. 8' pickup box load 
heaped up a little. $155.Will 
deliver. Call for details. 307-
941-0732 
FOR RENT: 
THREE BEDROOM 1 
BATH MOBILE HOME on 
large lot 4 miles west of 
Custer on Hwy 16, $1,250 
per month includes, lot rent, 
10'x20' storage shed, water, 
sewer, & garbage; call 
Richard 605 673-2587 146 46tfn 
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY. 
Completely furnished, 3 
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal 
vacation home. Available 
into April/May 2026. 
Includes washer/dryer & 
all utilities,  high speed 
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at 
605-209-3963.            123 37tfn 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 

COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill 

out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 

prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket 
costs while getting the 
coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive 
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income 
based government subsi-
dies are available for 
those that qualify! 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details. 
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SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, 
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

HANDYMAN

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Poll: What South Dakotans think about their political leaders
By Bart Pfankuch 
South Dakota News Watch 

 
South Dakota's most 

prominent political leaders 
generally maintain high ap-
proval ratings among regis-
tered voters, according to a 
scientific poll co-sponsored 
by South Dakota News 
Watch. 

However, Kristi Noem, 
former governor and current 
secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, has seen declines from a 
poll six months ago and Sen. 
John Thune's ratings appear 
somewhat low for a senator 
of a deeply red state. These 
numbers may reflect the 
challenges of balancing state 
interests and national priori-
ties, analysts said. 

This latest statewide sur-
vey, co-sponsored by the 
Chiesman Center for 
Democracy at the University 
of South Dakota queried 
people about: 

Favorability and name 
recognition of U.S. House 
and governor candidates 
among Republican voters 

All voters’ position on 
Thune’s job performance as 
Senate majority leader and 
his commitment to South 
Dakota as senator 

All voters’ view of the 
job performance of Gov. 
Larry Rhoden, U.S. Sen. 
Mike Rounds and Noem 

Mason-Dixon Polling 
and Strategy conducted the 
poll of 500 registered voters 
from all parties Oct. 16-19 
and 502 Republican voters 
Oct. 16-20 using random se-
lections from a telephone-
matched state voter registra-
tion list that included both 
landline and cellphone num-
bers from across the state. 
Quotas were assigned to re-
flect voter registration by 
county. The margin for error 
is no more than plus or mi-
nus 4.5 percentage points. 

Here are the results of 
that survey. 
House and governor GOP 

candidates 
There are currently four 

candidates in the race for 
governor: Aberdeen busi-
nessman Toby Doeden, state 
Rep. Jon Hansen, U.S. Rep. 
Dusty Johnson and Rhoden. 

There are currently three 
candidates for U.S. House: 
Piedmont businessman 
James Bialota, state Sen. 

Casey Crabtree and Attorney 
General Marty Jackley. 

Johnson saw a drop of 5 
percentage points in his fa-
vorable rating among Re-
publican voters from the poll 
last spring while Rhoden's 
remained unchanged. In that 
time, Doeden saw his favor-
able ratings increase 10 per-
centage points. Hansen 
struggles with name recogni-
tion in the race for governor. 

In the U.S. House race, 
Jackley's favorable rating 
fell 6 percentage points, but 
he remains well above his 
challengers, Crabtree and 
Biolata, who weren't polled 
in April as they hadn't en-
tered the race at that point. 
Takeaway: Johnson name 

recognition 
Julia Hellwege, director 

of the Chiesman Center and 
USD associate professor in 
political science, said that 
Johnson’s lead in favorabili-
ty over Rhoden may stem 
from Rhoden having a high-
er number of Republicans 
who don't recognize his 
name. Rhoden’s name 
wasn’t recognized by 14 per-
cent of Republicans, and 
Johnson wasn’t recognized 
by 2 percent. 

That’s compared to Doe-
den who wasn’t recognized 
by 30 percent of Republi-
cans and Bialota who wasn’t 
recognized by 81 percent of 
Republicans. In April, 58 
percent of Republicans 
didn’t recognize Doeden's 
name. 

There was a much higher 
level of neutral feelings to-
ward Rhoden than Johnson, 
which may be due to the dif-
ference in their offices, Hell-
wege said.  

“Congress tends to be 
more visible and polarizing 
than the governor. Dusty’s 
favorability is higher than 
Rhoden, but compared to 
April, his favorability rating 
is somewhat lower. In part, it 
may stem from a higher 
name recognition at this 
time,” she said.  

Hansen, Crabtree and 
Bialota have low name 
recognition, making it diffi-
cult to consider their favora-
bility ratings among Repub-
lican voters, she said. 

Sen. Thune’s 
approval rating 

Registered voters were 
also asked about their posi-

tion on Thune’s job perform-
ance as Senate majority 
leader as well as his level of 
commitment to South Dako-
ta. The senator maintains a 
high approval rating, and a 
majority believe he’s com-
mitted to South Dakota.  

Takeaway: No change 
since April 

Thune’s ratings haven’t 
changed since the April poll. 
He officially became majori-
ty leader in January when 
the new Congress convened. 

Brad Coker, founder of 
Mason-Dixon Strategy and 
Polling, said that, while 54% 
of voters approve of Thune’s 
performance as majority 
leader, South Dakota is a 
deeply red state, where 
you’d expect the number to 
be higher.  

“If I saw these approval 
numbers for a congressional 
leader in a swing state, such 
as Arizona, they would be 
considered average in the 
current polarized environ-
ment,” Coker said.  

Takeaway: 
Daschle parallels 

Thune’s approval ratings 
may be lower than they 
might otherwise be for the 
same reasons his predeces-
sor’s approval declined, said 
Michael Card, emeritus pro-
fessor of political science at 
the University of South 
Dakota. 

Tom Daschle served in 
the U.S. Senate from 1987 
until 2005.  

Mason-Dixon polling 
from the 2004 Senate race 
showed Daschle with a 54 
percent favorable rating 
among voters, but that de-
clined to 49 percent in Octo-
ber 2004, just before the 
election. Daschle had tried to 
balance the national Demo-
cratic agenda with the inter-
ests of Republicans in South 
Dakota, but voters ultimately 
saw Republican Thune as 
the better choice in 2004.  

Card said Thune may run 
into the same trouble. In the 
midst of the federal govern-
ment shutdown and trying to 
hold the Democratic party 
responsible for it, Senate Re-
publicans have to keep hold-
ing votes. 

“Sen. Thune has spent 
much of the month of Octo-
ber in Washington,” Card 
said.  

Daschle had made a big 

deal of going to all 66 coun-
ties in the state, but when he 
became majority leader in 
2001, he couldn’t pull off 
that kind of schedule, Card 
said.  

Thune may not be seeing 
declining approval ratings as 
Daschle did in the months 
leading up to the 2004 elec-
tion due to the current politi-
cal climate of South Dakota, 
he said. 

Republicans are particu-
larly popular, and the Demo-
cratic Party is more unpopu-
lar than it was in Daschle’s 
time. Were Thune in the 
same political climate today 
as Daschle was in 2004, his 
approval rating might be 
lower. So any impacts to his 
favorability stemming from 
his association with D.C. 
may be masked by the fact 
South Dakota is redder than 
it was in Daschle's time, 
Card said.   

Coker said that Thune is-
n’t politically vulnerable 
right now. Republicans were 
on the rise when Daschle's 
ratings fell, and the current 
Democratic Party doesn't ap-
pear to be organizationally 
capable of defeating Thune. 

Rhoden, Rounds and 
Noem job performance 

Voters of all parties also 
weighed in on the job per-
formance of Rhoden, 
Rounds and Noem. 

Rhoden maintains a high 
approval rating among vot-
ers with 58 percent, as does 
Rounds (52 percent), ac-
cording to the poll. Noem 
saw a slight decline in her 
approval rating among regis-
tered voters from a poll 
News Watch and its partners 
conducted last April but was 
still 47 percent. 

Takeaway: 
Noem's decline 

In April, 51 percent of 
registered voters approved 
of Noem’s job performance 
as head of the Department of 
Homeland Security, and the 
latest poll shows it’s fallen 4 
percentage points.  

Hellwege said it’s not a 
substantial drop, but the de-
cline is there.  

“It’s difficult to disentan-
gle, though, whether this 
stems from policy or her in-
dividual behavior, especially 
given the sheer amount of 
media attention. She has cer-
tainly carved out an individ-

ual persona, which is histori-
cally somewhat unusual for 
cabinet members, but more 
true of Trump’s cabinet 
overall,” Hellwege said.  

Noem, who's from 
Castlewood, has become the 
face of immigration enforce-
ment as the Trump adminis-
tration carries out its policy 
of mass deportations. Her 
high-visibility methods have 
drawn as much attention as 
her mission, which involves 
running a federal network of 
more than 20 agencies and 
over 200,000 employees. 

Takeaway: 
Partisan divide 

The poll results show an 
expected partisan divide, 
with Noem having the most 
polarized results. 

Only 2 percent of De-
mocrats approved of Noem's 
job performance and 98 per-
cent disapproved. None of 
those polled were neutral. 
Among Republicans, 71 per-
cent approved of her job per-
formance and 26 percent dis-
approved. 

For Rhoden, 20 percent 
of registered Democrats ap-
proved of his job perform-
ance, and 52 percent had an 
unfavorable position. 
Among Republicans, Rho-
den’s approval was 77 per-
cent, with 11 percent having 
a negative view. 

Rounds’ approval among 
Democrats was 20 percent, 
with 75 percent saying they 
disapprove of his perform-
ance as senator. Republican 
voter approval for Rounds 

was at 68 percent and 27 
percent disapproved. 
Takeaway: Growing gap 

with Independents 
In South Dakota and the 

nation as a whole over the 
past year, Independents’ po-
sitions have been similar, if 
not indistinguishable, from 
Republicans, Hellwege said. 
However, this latest poll 
shows a gap between both 
parties and Independents.  

For Noem, 41 percent of 
registered Independents ap-
proved of her job perform-
ance and 57 percent disap-
proved. Only 2 percent were 
unsure. 

The same gap is seen 
with Rhoden’s results, with 
5 percent of Independents 
saying they approve of his 
job performance and 25 per-
cent saying they disapprove. 
Another 19 percent were un-
sure. 

“Independents are signifi-
cantly different from either 
of the two parties holding a 
solid moderate middle 
ground on approval,” Hell-
wege said. 

This story was produced 
by South Dakota News 
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read 
more stories and donate at 
sdnewswatch.org and sign 
up for an email to get stories 
when they're published. 
Contact Bart Pfankuch at 
bart.pfankuch@sd-
newsatch.org.

Subscribe to the Chronicle or Prevailer! 
Call 605-673-2217  $10 of your 

subscription fee goes to local non-profit/charities
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