
Holiday Deadlines • Copy and 
advertising deadlines for  

Custer County Chronicle, Western 
Trader and Hill City Prevailer 
 for the Nov. 26 issue will be 
Thursday, Nov. 20 at 5 p.m.

Thanks for saying 
you saw  

it in the Western 
Trader! 

COMING TO PRAIRIE DOG TAPROOM — Experience 
sweet, beloved stories in songs about life, love, and loss 
as a ranching cowboy...led by the sound of a rich, 
friendly, baritone voice. Paul Larson will present his 
Cowboy Christmas show this Saturday at the Prairie 
Dog Taproom outside of Hill City. [Submitted Photo]

IC: H6YF38

#483X Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box 
This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

888-919-0048
HaleGroves.com/H6YF38
Mention Code H6YF38 for your 
savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely 
guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED 
Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

SAVE OVER 

46% 
#485X Hale Select Gift Box

BONUS DEAL! REG. $39.99

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW $3499
+$7.99
shipping



   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217      
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY 
WINTER BARGAINS ARE 
FOUND At 101 Pine Ave In 
Hill City on Saturdays 10 AM 
-  4 PM - Free Coffee and 
Cookies        145 45tfn 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS 
TREES FOR SALE. 7.5 foot 
& 9 foot. Please call 605-
673-4158 to see.          148 48p 
FIREWOOD 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. 
Split pine. 8' pickup box load 
heaped up a little. $155.Will 
deliver. Call for details. 307-
941-0732.         147 47p 
FOR RENT: 
FOR RENT: TWO BED-
ROOM HOUSE, on 
Harbach Lane. Available 
December 15th. $1200 per 
month. Call 440-3103 or 
517-0629.          149 49p 

THREE BEDROOM 1 
BATH MOBILE HOME on 
large lot 4 miles west of 

Custer on Hwy 16, $1,250 
per month includes, lot rent, 
10'x20' storage shed, water, 
sewer, & garbage; call 
Richard 605 673-2587 146 46tfn 
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY. 
Completely furnished, 3 
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal 
vacation home. Available 
into April/May 2026. 
Includes washer/dryer & 
all utilities,  high speed 
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at 
605-209-3963.            123 37tfn 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 

TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT 
CRAFTSMAN SNOW-
BLOWER 24" ELECTRIC 
START. Used twice $500. 
POWER WASHER 2350 
PSI, 6.5 HP $150. 
Edgemont. 605-662-5025. 

          150 47p 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-

FIED ADS WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 

ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket 
costs while getting the 
coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive 
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income 
based government subsi-
dies are available for 
those that qualify! 

NOTICES:: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details. 
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Call to 

place an ad in 
the Chronicle, 

Prevailer or the 
Western 
Trader! 

 
Call 

Kate at 
605-440-

1248 
 

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, 
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery

Thanks for saying 
you saw  
it in the 

Western Trader!
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

HANDYMAN

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Hemp industry grows amid federal legality battle
By Molly Wetsch 
South Dakota News Watch 

 
South Dakota, the No. 1 

producer of hemp fiber in 
the nation, gets a major addi-
tion to its hemp processing 
industry later this year that 
will help expand the state’s 
capacity to grow and create 
products. 

But it comes as federal 
legislation tied to the re-
opening of the government 
after a seven-week shutdown 
seeks to change how the 
plant can be used, which 
some industry members said 
poses an existential threat to 
its growth. 

It’s representative of the 
growing two-sided hemp in-
dustry: one that produces 
goods like animal bedding, 
hemp wood and plastic, and 
another that creates consum-
able goods for humans and 
animals, some of which are 
intoxicating. 

Hemp still attractive to 
South Dakota farmers 

John Peterson, founder of 
Dakota Hemp, an industrial 
hemp farm near Wakonda, is 
nearly ready to open the 
state’s second hemp process-
ing facility. It’s slated to be-
gin operation by the end of 
the year and will have the 
capability to process hemp 
fibers and hurds, the coarse, 
woody parts of the plant, in-
to a variety of products. 

 
At the farm, Peterson also 

grows cannabidiol, or CBD, 
plants, which create Dakota 
Hemp-branded CBD prod-
ucts like tinctures, lotions 
and pet treats, among other 
items that are sold through-
out the state. 

Hemp farming remains 
popular in South Dakota, 
where adding a third row 
crop proves attractive to 
farmers looking for in-
creased diversity in their in-
come streams. 

Ken Meyer, owner of 
Complete Hemp Processing 
in Winfred and member of 
the farmer advisory council 
for the U.S. Hemp Round-
table, told News Watch that 
he regularly fields calls from 
farmers looking to grow the 
crop. 

“People just call us, say-
ing, ‘Can I grow hemp? Can 
I grow this many acres?’ 
They’re looking for, waiting 

to have, income on the 
farm,” Meyer said. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture reported in April 
that the 2024 value of hemp 
production was $445 million 
– up 40 percent from 2023. 
That includes hemp grown 
in the open and in protective 
facilities. 

Adding Peterson’s pro-
cessing facility into the mix 
will allow the state to keep 
its commanding position in 
the industry. Last year, South 
Dakota rose to the No. 1 spot 
for hemp fiber production in 
the country. Now, Peterson 
said, the crop has gotten so 
popular that processing fa-
cilities can’t keep up with 
the demand. 

“We’ll have about 12 
people working (at the pro-
cessing facility),” Peterson 
said. “But (South Dakota) 
should have so many more 
(processors). I wish I could 
just look ahead 10 years and 
see where (the industry) in 
South Dakota is at.” 

Last year, there were 
hemp bales as far as the eye 
could see in Winfred, where 
Meyer’s processing facility 
is located. Today, most of 
those bales have disap-
peared. 

That’s a good thing, Mey-
er said. It means that his pro-
cessing facility is keeping up 
with the amount of hemp 
that farmers in the state are 
growing. 

“We’re trying to run hard 
and get things done. And 
sometimes we run into 
bumps and it’s not smooth, 
but it is progressing. So 
we’re excited about that,” 
Meyer said. “We need to 
catch up in processing be-
cause obviously, if we’re not 
processing as fast as they 
grow it, they slow down 
growing. But interest to 
grow is at an all time high.” 

New federal legislation 
causes uncertainty 

Though hemp has proven 
a successful venture for 
many South Dakota farmers, 
Meyer and other industry 
members are concerned that 

the 2026 Agricultural Appro-
priations package in Con-
gress will cause chaos in the 
industry. 

The package includes 
language that redefines 
hemp and how its products 
can be sold. 

Under the language pro-
posed by Kentucky Republi-
can Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
consumable hemp products 
would be legal only if they 
contained a “non-quantifi-
able amount of THC.” THC, 
or tetrahydrocannabinol, is 
the intoxicating compound 
in the marijuana plant. 

The appropriations pack-
age, which had its passage 
delayed by the government 
shutdown, has been passed 
by the Senate and the House 
and was signed by President 
Donald Trump Wednesday 
evening. 

Hemp farmers, proces-
sors and product sellers will 
have one year to comply 
with the new regulations. 

Meyer expressed concern 
that many hemp CBD prod-
ucts, like those that Dakota 
Hemp creates, would be 
forced to cease production 
because they often contain 
some measurable level of 
THC, though those levels 
are not enough to be intoxi-
cating. 

The federal legal limit for 
THC content in a hemp plant 
is 0.3 percent by dry weight. 
And Meyer and Peterson 
said that all hemp plants 
grown in the U.S. contain 
some quantifiable amount of 
THC. 

Meyer said that he be-
lieves the definition change 
will also cause general con-
fusion for farmers, proces-
sors and other industry 
members, even those who 
make nonintoxicating hemp 
products. 

“It’s just not doable. It’s 
not possible,” Meyer said. 
“There’s risk for us as farm-
ers. What will be the end of 
the process, where will we 
end up? We just want to 
know, where are we at?” 

Industrial hemp farmers 

are subject to several regula-
tions in South Dakota, in-
cluding registering for a li-
cense with the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Nat-
ural Resources and agreeing 
to regular sampling of their 
crop and harvest. 

Popular consumable 
hemp products on the 

chopping block 
The proposed language 

change specifically bans 
quantifiable amounts of 
THC in consumable prod-
ucts, a move that McConnell 
said would close the “unin-
tended loophole” created in 
the 2018 Farm Bill, which 
legalized industrial hemp 
growth. 

Hemp-derived THC 
products have gained a 
strong foothold across the 
country, including in states 
where recreational marijua-
na is illegal, like South 
Dakota. South Dakotans can 
stop in most liquor stores 
and some bars and purchase 
THC seltzers – intoxicating 
beverages that can produce 
effects similar to traditional 
cannabis use. 

Other products that have 
gained popularity include 
gummies and vapes, which 
are often sold in unregulated 
smoke shops. 

South Dakota Attorney 
General Marty Jackley was 
among 38 state attorneys 
general to urge Congress to 
close the loophole and ban 
intoxicating hemp products. 
The coalition’s letter said 
that “the entire synthetic 
THC industry rests on a 
foundation of illicit conduct” 
and expressed concerns that 
those products were more 
potent than marijuana and 
being marketed to minors. 

Hemp debate divides 
Republicans 

Sen. Rand Paul, a Ken-
tucky Republican, has been 
one of the most outspoken 
lawmakers in opposition to 
the hemp language change. 
Delivering remarks on the 
Senate floor, Paul said the 
language change will “de-
stroy hemp farming in Ken-

tucky and across the United 
States” and “regulate the 
hemp industry to death.” 

Paul voted against his fel-
low Kentucky congressman 
McConnell’s push to ban in-
toxicating hemp products – 
which in turn voted to keep 
the government closed. He 
was the only Republican to 
do so but has not been the 
only Republican to speak in 
support of hemp. In Septem-
ber, Rep. James Comer, an-
other Kentucky Republican, 
led 26 other lawmakers, both 
Democrats and Republicans 
in asking Speaker of the 
House Mike Johnson to re-
consider the language 
change. 

Industrial hemp grown 
and processed in South 
Dakota is primarily used for 
products like animal bed-
ding, Meyer said. But na-
tionwide, much of the hemp 
industry finds its footing in 
hemp CBD products and 
hemp-derived THC prod-
ucts. 

Art Massolo is vice presi-
dent of business develop-
ment for Cycling Frog, an 
Oregon-based THC product 
company that sells its low-
dose seltzers in South Dako-
ta. Massolo told News 
Watch that people are drink-
ing less alcohol and looking 
to replace some of that con-
sumption with hemp-based 
drinks. 

“Alcohol, who are our 
partners in a lot of this, see 
THC beverages as the future 
for their growth,” Massolo 

said. “People aren’t drinking 
as much beer, wine and spir-
its right now. We’ve been a 
wonderful boon to the alco-
hol industry.” 

Massolo opposes the lan-
guage change in the Appro-
priations bill, but said that 
unregulated products are 
posing a threat to legitimate 
companies that require age 
verification to purchase their 
products and specifically tar-
get adults. He told News 
Watch that the industry 
wants regulation of their 
products but not an all-out 
ban. 

“We are worried about 
the bad actors that are put-
ting THC and other mole-
cules that we don’t even 
know that much about into 
boxes that look like Skittles 
or potato chips,” Massolo 
said. “They sell those every-
where, and that’s why we 
need regulation. We think 
that normalizing (THC bev-
erages) is for the better na-
ture of our society.” 

This story was produced 
by South Dakota News 
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read 
more stories and donate at 
sdnewswatch.org and sign 
up for an email for statewide 
stories. Investigative re-
porter Molly Wetsch is a Re-
port for America corps mem-
ber covering rural and In-
digenous issues. Contact her 
at molly.wetsch@sd-
newswatch.org.

Subscribe to the Chronicle or Prevailer! 
Call 605-673-2217  $10 of your 

subscription fee goes to local non-profit/charities
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