
Subscribe to the 
Chronicle or 

Prevailer! 
In your home 
town, in your 
community 

YOU 
CAN MAKE 
AN IMPACT! 
Ten percent of 

your one 
 subscription or 

renewal gets 
donated to the  
non-profit of 

YOUR 
CHOICE! 

Call  
673-2217

 
Our 

deadlines 
are 

Friday by  
5 pm 

for the 
following 
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Wednesday 
paper 

edition! 
Thank You.

Thanks for saying 
you saw  

it in the Western 
Trader! 

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (4 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797FDR  separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   $8999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 

rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available
for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

61% OFF GET 8
FREE
SMASH
BURGERS

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2698  |  1.866.431.3342Order 
Now!

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

When you want to experience a steak 
that delivers rich, juicy, exquisite flavor 
and unparalleled quality in every bite, 

you don’t want just any steak. 
You want Omaha Steaks.

You’ll love it or your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

GIRLFRIENDS WEEKEND BACK ON THE RUNWAY  — 
Girlfriends Weekend kicks off this Friday for a weekend 
of fun and festivities, including the ever-popular fashion 
show, held this year at High Country Guest Ranch. 
Pictured is last year’s model, Miss South Dakota, show-
ing off the latest fashions from The Homestead Studio. 
[WT Photo/LESLIE SILVERMAN]



   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217      
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY 
WINTER BARGAINS ARE 
FOUND At 101 Pine Ave In 
Hill City on Saturdays 10 AM 
-  4 PM - Free Coffee and 
Cookies        145 45tfn 
HELP WANTED: 
THE TOWN OF HERMOSA 
is seeking a Full-Time 
Administrative Assistant. 
The pay rate will depend on 
experience. Job 
Description/Role and 
Responsibilities: This posi-
tion provides administrative 
support to the Finance 
Office, Board of Trustees, 
Public Works Department, 
and Planning & Zoning. 
Essential duties and 
responsibilities include the 
following: Enter meter read-
ings, calculate bills, prepare 
and mail billing cards, 
process all utility payments 
and prepare utility deposits. 
Receive and process appli-
cations for new services and 
customer applications, 
process deposits, arrange 
for turn on/off services. 
Monitor garbage collection, 
prepare monthly monitoring 
reports, perform collection 
action for delinquent bills, 
maintain permanent cus-
tomer account files, field 
complaints, and other duties 
as assigned. This person 
will be responsible for 
answering phones, incom-
ing mail, and front desk cus-
tomer assistance. QUALIFI-
CATIONS AND EDUCTION 
REQUIREMENTS: High 
school diploma or GED 
equivalent, and three years’ 
verifiable experience in the 
administrative field and cus-
tomer service. Must have 
knowledge of Microsoft 
Office products. APPLICA-
TIONS AND RESUMES 
ACCEPTED UNTIL 
NOVEMBER 21, 202 Email: 
t own@hermosasd .com  
Fax: (605) 255-4094 Mail: 
Town of Hermosa P.O. Box 
298 Hermosa, SD 57744     

         144 46c 

THE TOWN OF HERMOSA 
IS ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS for a part-time Water 
Meter Reader. This position 
averages about 10-15 hours 
per month and supports the 
Town’s Public Works 
D e p a r t m e n t . 
Responsibilities include 
reading residential and 
commercial water meters, 
recording data accurately, 
and reporting any irregulari-
ties. Meters may be read 
using a digital scanner or by 
visually checking analog 
displays.  According to the 
Town of Hermosa 
Ordinance, meters are read 
on or about the twentieth of 
the month, regardless of the 
weather. Applicants must 
have attention to detail, the 
ability to work independent-
ly, and a valid driver’s 
license with reliable trans-
portation. Walking and driv-
ing within town limits is 
required. Compensation is 
currently $16.50 per hour, 
subject to Board approval. 
To apply, please submit an 
application to the Town of 
Hermosa Office. 
Applications will be 
reviewed as received until 

the position is filled.      143 46c 

EDGEMONT OFFICE 
MANAGER: The office 
manager supports the 
South Dakota and Wyoming 
teams by managing day-to-
day office operations. This 
role is instrumental in ensur-
ing smooth coordination 
between corporate offices, 
field teams, regulatory 
agencies, and community 
stakeholders. The ideal can-
didate will have strong 
administrative and organi-
zational skills and an under-
standing of the permitting 
and community engage-
ment process. Please apply 
online at 
encoreuranium.com/careers
/           141 45c 

THE CITY OF HILL CITY IS 
ACCEPTING applications 
for a proactive, motivated 
Maintenance Worker. This 
full-time, benefit-eligible 
position includes health, 
dental, vision, and retire-
ment benefits. Starting 
wage is $19.00/hour. 
Closing date: Open until 
filled. EOE. To obtain an 
application and full job 
description, inquire at City 
Hall, 243 Deerfield Road, 
online at www.hillcitysd.org, 
or call (605) 574-2300. 
Maintenance Position: The 
City of Hill City is accepting 
applications from motivated, 
high-energy individuals for 
the opportunity to join the 
public works team. The 
team collaborates to provide 
Hill City with safe and clean 
drinking water, functional 
sanitary sewer services, 
and well-maintained streets. 
Public works staff responsi-
bilities include building, 
vehicle, and equipment 
upkeep; repair, mainte-
nance, and quality control of 
the city’s infrastructure; and 
support for city-wide events. 
Benefits include retirement, 
health, life, vision, dental 
insurance, and paid time off. 
Training and education 
related to the city’s water 
and wastewater systems 
are also provided. Previous 
experience in construction, 
mechanical maintenance, 
engineering, HVAC, or 
heavy equipment operation 
is preferred. Wages are 
determined based on expe-
rience. To obtain an applica-
tion and full job description, 
please get in touch with City 
Hall at 243 Deerfield Road, 
visit www.hillcitysd.org, or 
call (605) 574-2300. Close 
date: Open until filled. EOE. 

         139 45c 

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME 
Emergency Dispatcher in 
our 9-1-1 Communications 
Center. This position is 
responsible for receiving 
and dispatching emergency 
and non-emergency calls 
for law enforcement, fire, 
EMS, and other agencies, 
while maintaining profes-
sional composure in high-
pressure situations. The 
role requires operating radio 
and computer systems, doc-
umenting all activity in the 
CAD system, and coordinat-
ing with multiple public safe-
ty agencies. Applicants 
must be 18+, a U.S. citizen, 
hold or be able to obtain a 
valid South Dakota driver’s 
license, have a high school 
diploma or GED, no felony 
convictions, and be able to 
pass a background check. 
Applicants must complete 
the South Dakota 911 Basic 

Course within one year of 
hire and be willing to work 
all shifts, including nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 
Starting pay is $21.71/hour 
(non-certified) or 
$22.65/hour if currently or 
upon becoming South 
Dakota certified, with a 
$1.00/hour shift differential 
for hours worked 6 PM–6 
AM. Custer County offers 
paid holidays, vacation, sick 
leave, health insurance, 
optional dental, vision, life 
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match. 
If you wish to apply, visit 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact 
Amber Maidens, HR 
Director, at 605-673-8134 or 
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. Applications 
accepted until position is 
filled. Custer County is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.          137 46c 
FIREARMS 
FALL CLEARANCE SALE: 
CUSTER RELOADING 
CENTER (3 miles west of 
Custer on Hwy 16) 
Saturday, November 8th. 
9am to 5pm. Rod Brakken 
605-673-2313. Steve Price 
605-517-1107.          142 46p 
FOR RENT: 
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY. 
Completely furnished, 3 
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal 
vacation home. Available 
into April/May 2026. 
Includes washer/dryer & 
all utilities,  high speed 
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at 
605-209-3963.            123 37tfn 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

HANDYMAN

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Piedmont residents shocked by new mine coming to their city
By Bart Pfankuch 
South Dakota News Watch 

 
 Residents and govern-

ment leaders in this small 
western South Dakota city 
are in shock that the state ap-
proved a limestone mining 
operation without notifying 
them in advance about the 
project. 

Locals learned about the 
sprawling limestone mine 
set to nearly encircle the city 
only after brief notices an-
nouncing project approval 
ran in a pair of newspapers 
published elsewhere in 
Meade County. 

What they discovered is 
that Simon Contractors, a 
French-owned, Wyoming-
based mining and materials 
company, has acquired state 
approval and private 
landowner agreements to al-
low limestone mining on 10 
parcels of land that are either 
within the Piedmont city 
limits or that directly border 
its western boundary. 

The 300-acre mine is ex-
pected to start running in 
August and operate through 
2043, according to Simon. 

Piedmont is a city of 
1,000 people located in the 
foothills of the Black Hills 
along Interstate 90 about 
midway between Rapid City 
and Sturgis. The bulk of de-
velopment is located be-
tween the interstate and the 
pine-laden hills on the west, 
where the mine is planned. 

Piedmont consists mostly 
of homes and small ranches, 
several churches and a few 
commercial properties that 
include a gas station/conve-
nience store, a couple 
bar/restaurants, a butcher 
shop and a campground. A 
few municipal buildings and 
an elementary school round 
out the community. 

With almost no details re-
leased about the mine proj-
ect so far, dozens of resi-
dents attended a standing-
room-only city meeting on 
Oct. 21 to share their con-
cerns about potential air, wa-
ter, traffic and property value 
impacts. 

“This is going to destroy 
Piedmont,” said Paul Betts, 
pastor of Redemption 
Church in Piedmont, which 
borders the mine site on two 
sides. “It will destroy the 
beauty of this area and it will 
look completely different. 
Your house’s property values 
will decline and nobody is 
going to want to move here.” 

Speaking during the Oct. 
21 meeting, Betts said he 
and his daughter have asth-
ma and they worry it could 

be worsened by limestone 
dust that can blow about in 
the frequent high winds. 

“I’m not going to put my 
daughter in danger by 
breathing in this silica that 
can cause years-long prob-
lems,” Betts said. “If this 
happens, we may have to 
move our church out of 
Piedmont, and we don’t 
want to move out of Pied-
mont.” 

State and local laws 
limited notifications 
A rare combination of a 

lax state mining law and a 
lack of county land-use reg-
ulations allowed the Pied-
mont mine to gain approval 
without input from the pub-
lic or local government. 

South Dakota has two 
levels of permit require-
ments depending on the type 
and scope of a proposed 
mine, said Rich Williams, an 
attorney who represents the 
city of Piedmont. 

A more invasive mine, 
such as a gold or silver mine, 
requires a specific state per-
mit that mandates an envi-
ronmental impact study, an 
analysis by state regulators 
and public input, Williams 
said. 

But for a limestone, sand 
or gravel mine like the one 
proposed for Piedmont, a 
mining company only needs 
to obtain a general state min-
ing license, submit project 
maps and pay a bond that 
enable it to mine on any 
piece of private property 
where it secures the right to 
do so. 

No public hearings or no-
tifications are required for 
that type of mine, so Pied-
mont residents and town 
leaders were not required to 
be notified in advance, 
Williams said. 

They were also kept out 
of the process by the lack of 
land-use regulations in 
Meade County, which has no 
zoning laws, said Phil An-
derson, chairman of the 
Piedmont board of trustees. 
Attempts at public votes to 
enact zoning laws in the 
county have failed over the 
years, Anderson told News 
Watch. 

“The responsibility for 
this resides on our people a 
little bit because they don’t 
want government telling 
them what to do, though 
sometimes we need govern-
ment to be involved,” he 
said. 

A spokeswoman for Si-
mon did not respond to a list 
of email questions sent by 
News Watch. Simon is part 
of a French-owned con-

glomerate and has about a 
dozen mine or materials lo-
cations in the Black Hills re-
gion, ranging from Sturgis to 
Hot Springs. 

Little recourse for 
mine opponents 

The Oct. 21 meeting was 
marked by frustration and 
worry by both city officials 
and members of the public. 
Officials said that while they 
have some level of control 
over mining within the city 
limits, they are unable to 
regulate mining on parcels 
that surround the west side 
of the city. 

South Dakota Rep. Terri 
Jorgenson, a Meade County 
Republican, was one of four 
state lawmakers to attend the 
meeting. 

Jorgenson said she has 
contacted several state 
agency officials – including 
those at the Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources – to learn more 
about the limestone mine but 
was unable to find any firm 
path to opposing or blocking 
the project at this point. 

“Basically what the state 
is doing is just reclamation,” 
she said. “After mining is 
complete, the state’s respon-
sibility is to make sure the 
land goes back to what it 
was before.” 

DANR did not immedi-
ately return a call Thursday 
seeking comment. 

Jorgenson said she has 
concerns about the mine’s 
potential impacts on air and 
water quality, property val-
ues and on the local elemen-
tary school, where children 
could be exposed to dust or 
noise. She promised to con-
tinue to push for answers on 

how to mitigate resident 
worries. 

Jorgenson and others said 
it might take innovative 
thinking and a grassroots ef-
fort by locals to find ways to 
control the activities of the 
mining company or to miti-
gate negative impacts from 
the mine. 

Anderson said his re-
search found that the mine 
area likely contains about 5 
million tons of limestone 
that would sell for up to $33 
a ton, about 10 percent of 
which will go to landowners 
who allow mining on their 
property. 

“The city of Piedmont 
will not see any financial 
benefit from this project,” 
Anderson said. 

Residents worried over 
health, property values 

Resident George Malley, 
whose home borders the 
mine boundary, said he has 
four children who could be 
impacted by mine activities. 

“I’m concerned about the 
air and water quality,” Mal-
ley said. “I have special 
needs children and I don’t 
know what that blasting 
could do to them.” 

Bree Woods, a second-
generation Piedmont resi-
dent, said the limestone 
mine could hamper agricul-
tural operations of local 
landowners. 

“We’re still an ag com-
munity. We have horses and 
we have people that have 
cattle,” Woods said. “This is 
going to create massive vet 
bills for all of us that have 
animals that are our liveli-
hood.” 

At the close of the Oct. 
21 meeting, the residents, lo-
cal officials and state law-
makers all agreed to work 
together to either block the 
mine from opening or to 
make the best of the situa-
tion if mining operations be-
gin. 

“I’ll do what I said I 
would, and that is to pray 
about this,” Malley told An-
derson, the city board chair-
man. 

This story was produced 
by South Dakota News 
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read 
more stories and donate at 
sdnewswatch.org and sign 
up for an email to get stories 
when they're published. 
Contact Bart Pfankuch at 
bart.pfankuch@sd-
newswatch.org.

ON LOCATION — Phil Anderson, municipal board chairman in Piedmont, shown Oct. 23, 
walks on land next to where a limestone mine is expected to begin operations in 2026. [Sub-
mitted Photo/BART PFANKUCH - SOUTH DAKOTA NEWS WATCH]

IC: H6YF38

#483X Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box 
This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

888-919-0048
HaleGroves.com/H6YF38
Mention Code H6YF38 for your 
savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely 
guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED 
Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

SAVE OVER 

46% 
#485X Hale Select Gift Box

BONUS DEAL! REG. $39.99

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW $3499
+$7.99
shipping
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