
Thanks for saying 
you saw  

it in the Western 
Trader! 

PARADE TIME — Christmas is in the air in Custer County 
this weekend, as there is a variety of activities planned 
to ring in Christmastime. Among those, of course, is the 
annual Christmas Parade down Mt. Rushmore Road in 
Custer. That will be immediately followed by the lighting 
of the Juanita Fish Memorial Tree at Way Park. See page 
six of the Trader for a complete list of activities this week-
end. [WT Photo/ESTHER NOE]

IC: H6YF38

#483X Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box 
This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

888-919-0048
HaleGroves.com/H6YF38
Mention Code H6YF38 for your 
savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely 

guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 

freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED 

Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

SAVE OVER 

46% 
#485X Hale Select Gift Box

BONUS DEAL! REG. $39.99

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW $3499
+$7.99
shipping

Thanks for saying 
you saw  
it in the 

Western Trader!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
CALL NOW  
1.877.361.0119

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Expires 12/28/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!



   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217  
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY 
WINTER BARGAINS ARE 
FOUND At 101 Pine Ave In 
Hill City on Saturdays 10 AM 
-  4 PM - Free Coffee and 
Cookies        145 45tfn 
HELP WANTED: 
R E C R E A T I O N A L 
ADVENTURES CO., the 
largest franchisee of KOA 
Campgrounds in the United 
States, is looking for a 
Bookkeeper at their 
Corporate Headquarters 
located in Hill City, SD. 
Bookkeeper Job 
Responsibilities: •On the 
job training will be provided 
• Maintains records of finan-
cial transactions by posting 
transactions. Maintains sub-
sidiary accounts by verify-
ing, allocating, and posting 
transactions. • Balances 
subsidiary accounts by rec-
onciling entries. • Oversee 
Company Credit Card 
System • Assist in Accounts 
Payable, Accounts 
Receivable, New Employee 
Paperwork. • Maintains his-
torical records by filing doc-
uments. • Contributes to 
team effort by accomplish-
ing related results as need-
ed. • Other bookkeeping 
duties will be expected as 
needed. Work Hours & 
Benefits: • Full-time hours •
Year-round employment • 
Health Insurance • 401K. 
For more information, 
please contact Recreational 
Adventures Co. at 605-574-
3417. Please apply at 
https://recreationaladven-
tures.com/jobs/ .  Send 
resumes to Recreational 
Adventures Co. PO Box 295 
Hill City, SD 57745 

CUSTER SENIOR 
CENTER BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS is accepting 
resumes for the full-time 
position of Custer Senior 
Center Director.  The pri-

mary duties are grant-
request writing,  finances, 
and facility management.  
Experience with 
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary 
dependent upon related 
experience. For more infor-
mation send an email to 
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 
605-673-2708. Custer 
Senior Center is an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.          154 48tfn 

CUSTER COUNTY IS 
SEEKING A FULL-TIME 
DEPUTY AUDITOR II to join 
the Auditor’s Office, offering 
steady weekday hours, paid 
leave, and a full benefits 
package. This role involves 
supporting elections, voter 
registration, County 
Commissioners, office 
administration, and financial 
tasks, making it ideal for 
detail-oriented and organ-
ized individuals who enjoy 
public service. The position 
is Monday–Friday, 8:00 
AM–5:00 PM, with occa-
sional evenings during elec-
tion periods, and starts at 
$17.77 per hour. 
Applications are available at 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or through the 
Custer County Human 
Resources Office, and will 
be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled.          152 51c 

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME 
E M E R G E N C Y 
DISPATCHEr in our 9-1-1 
Communications Center. 
This position is responsible 
for receiving and dispatch-
ing emergency and non-
emergency calls for law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, and 
other agencies, while main-
taining professional compo-
sure in high-pressure situa-
tions. The role requires 
operating radio and comput-
er systems, documenting all 
activity in the CAD system, 
and coordinating with multi-
ple public safety agencies. 
Applicants must be 18+, a 
U.S. citizen, hold or be able 
to obtain a valid South 
Dakota driver’s license, 
have a high school diploma 

or GED, no felony convic-
tions, and be able to pass a 
background check. 
Applicants must complete 
the South Dakota 911 Basic 
Course within one year of 
hire and be willing to work 
all shifts, including nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 
Starting pay is $21.71/hour 
(non-certified) or 
$22.65/hour if currently or 
upon becoming South 
Dakota certified, with a 
$1.00/hour shift differential 
for hours worked 6 PM–6 
AM. Custer County offers 
paid holidays, vacation, sick 
leave, health insurance, 
optional dental, vision, life 
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match. 
If you wish to apply, visit 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact 
Amber Maidens, HR 
Director, at 605-673-8134 or 
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. Applications 
accepted until position is 
filled. Custer County is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.         153 51c 
FOR RENT: 
FOR RENT: TWO BED-
ROOM HOUSE, on 
Harbach Lane. Available 
December 15th. $1200 per 
month. Call 440-3103 or 
517-0629.          149 49p 

THREE BEDROOM 1 
BATH MOBILE HOME on 
large lot 4 miles west of 
Custer on Hwy 16, $1,250 
per month includes, lot rent, 
10'x20' storage shed, water, 
sewer, & garbage; call 
Richard 605 673-2587 146 46tfn 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn

 

BUSINESS SPACE: 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLAENOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 

cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket 
costs while getting the 
coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive 
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income 
based government subsi-
dies are available for 
those that qualify! 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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If you place an ad with us, our 
deadline is Friday at 5 pm for the 

following week. 
 Thank You to our  

advertisers! We appreciate YOU! 

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, 
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

HANDYMAN

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Searching for Savannah: Eight months and no answers since woman’s disappearance
By John Hult, South 
Dakota Searchlight and 
Amelia Schafer, ICT 

 
There are rumors.  
About what’s known and 

who knows it. About why 
what’s known has never 
moved out of the realm of 
rumor and into the investiga-
tory record. 

Savannah Standing 
Bear’s family and friends 
have plenty of rumors, but 
not many answers. It’s been 
eight months since she dis-
appeared from the Parmelee 
community on the Rosebud 
Reservation in South Dako-
ta, and the only thing that 
feels certain, they say, is the 
feeling that someone knows 
something. 

There’s also a nagging 
suspicion that something ei-
ther won’t be shared with 
authorities, or won’t bring 
resolution if and when it’s 
reported. 

“The feeling around here 
is you can murder a Native 
woman and get away with 
it,” said Hollis Flowers, a 
family friend who’s helped 
lead the push to keep Savan-
nah’s story in the public eye 
as temperatures drop and an-
other season of uncertainty 
begins. 

There’s still hope, 
though, that an answer will 
emerge—especially after a 
celebration last week in 
Parmelee meant to mark Sa-
vannah’s 23rd birthday and 
keep her name on the tip of 
the community’s tongue.  

About a week before the 
event, Savannah’s mother, 
Gayla Smith, said the eldest 
of her two daughters has a 
heart for those who suffer. 
It’s a personality trait that’s 
been evident for as long as 
Smith can remember. 

“She’d see people on the 
street, like when we would 
go to Rapid City,” Smith 
said, referring to the home-
less population. “She’d see 
people like that, she would 
always want to go and help 
them.” 

It’s Smith who’s suffered 
since March 24. That was 
the last day she heard from 
Savannah, setting off a po-
lice investigation and a se-
ries of searches that’s contin-
ued into the fall. 
Sixty percent of missing 

South Dakotans are 
Native Americans 

Savannah is one of an un-
clear number of Native 
Americans who’ve gone 
missing or been killed in the 
state of South Dakota. Na-
tionally and internationally, 
the movement to draw atten-
tion to Indigenous people 

who disappear or die under 
violent circumstances is 
commonly called Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
People.  

South Dakota has taken 
some steps to track the cases 
in recent years. The South 
Dakota Missing Persons 
Clearinghouse, which 
launched in 2020, lists the 
names of those whose disap-
pearances have been report-
ed to law enforcement local-
ly and passed along to the 
South Dakota Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office. On any given 
day, the list has at least 100 
missing people, though the 
names shift in real time as 
people are found or go miss-
ing. 

On Tuesday morning, 
Native Americans made up 
60 percent of the 112 listed 
names. Of 59 missing fe-
males, 66 percent were Na-
tive American. The percent-
ages, as compiled periodical-
ly by South Dakota Search-
light, typically fall in or near 
that range. 

Around 8.5 percent of 
South Dakotans are Native 
American, according to cen-
sus data. 

Ten of the cases in the 
state missing persons clear-
inghouse as of Tuesday 
morning — Savannah’s 
among them — came from 
the Rosebud Sioux Tribal 
Police Department. That’s 
approximately 9 percent of 
current missing persons cas-
es. Residents of the Rosebud 
Reservation represent less 
than 3 percent of South 
Dakota’s total population. 

A mother’s warning 
The last time she saw her 

daughter, Smith remembers 
warning her to stay at home 
and stay out of trouble.  

“But when I got up, she 
wasn’t in her room,” Smith 
said.  

In the days following, 
Smith said she heard differ-
ent things from different 
family members. Some said 
that Savannah had ended up 
in the tribal jail and would 
be out later, but when Smith 
looked into it, her daughter 
hadn’t been in jail. 

So Smith went to check 
in with other relatives 
around the Rosebud Reser-
vation. One relative in 
Parmelee said Savannah had 
“walked off” with a friend, 
Smith said, but it wasn’t a 
friend she recognized.  

‘Truly a homebody’ 
Smith and Standing Bear 

are close. They’ve always 
been. 

One of Savannah’s distin-
guishing features, noted on 
the missing persons posters 

hung up around the Rosebud 
Reservation and posted to 
social media, is a tattoo of 
her mother’s first name un-
der her right eye. 

It’s now been eight 
months since Smith last 
heard from her daughter, 
since Savannah played with 
her nephew and since Sa-
vannah logged into the so-
cial media accounts where 
she loved to chat. 

“She has a really big 
heart,” Smith said. “She’s 
my baby.” 

She loves to listen to mu-
sic, take photos and just 
hang out, Smith said. Her 
absence has left a void for 
her family.  

“She loved the sunset, 
taking pictures of it,” Smith 
said. “It’s really hard for me 
to see the sun go down with-
out her.” 

Tips don’t yield results 
Tips have yet to aid in the 

search for Savannah, the 
family said. 

Early this year, reports 
that Savannah was sighted at 
a Maverik gas station on the 
north side of Rapid City — 
two and a half hours from 
where she was last seen — 
led investigators to switch 
gears and focus on the Black 
Hills city.  

Police spent days comb-
ing over footage from the 
gas station, only to find the 
“sighting” was a different 
Native American woman, 
tribal officials said.  

“There’s no proof she 
ever left,” Flowers, the fami-
ly friend, said in May.  

More frightening tips 
have emerged, as well. 

Once, the family heard 
that a body was found on the 
reservation. Family mem-
bers jumped in to respond 

alongside law enforcement, 
but it turned out to be animal 
remains that had previously 
been reported and docu-
mented, according to offi-
cials with Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe Emergency Services. 

Frustration grows 
That all-for-naught excur-

sion over animal bones was 
just one entry on a long list 
of disappointing searches for 
Savannah’s father, Severt 
Standing Bear, who was 
among those to accompany 
police when the alleged hu-
man remains were discov-
ered. He told South Dakota 
Searchlight this month that 
he’s lost track of how many 
trips he’s made through the 
areas he thinks Savannah 
might be. It’s been that way 
since March. 

“When I first heard it, my 
thought was, ‘Let’s go. We’ll 
go find her,’” he said. 

He’s also passed along 
more tips than he can re-
member to the Rosebud 
Tribal Police and the detec-
tive assigned to Savannah’s 
case. 

“I can’t say that I call 
them every day, but I bug the 
s— out of them,” Severt 
said. “To no avail.” 

Rosebud Police Chief 
Waycee His Holy Horse did 
not reply to South Dakota 
Searchlight requests for an 
interview on Savannah’s 
case this month. 

Having spent as much 
time searching as he has, 
Severt said, he’s come to un-
derstand the frustration felt 
by other families that go 
months, years or longer 
without knowing what hap-
pened to a missing loved 
one. 

“These officials are al-
ways coming up and saying, 

‘We’re doing these things,’” 
he said. “But I’ve learned 
and lived it now, and 
watched these other people 
that are missing their pre-
cious ones, too. They’re hav-
ing the same darn problem.” 

Communication, 
collaboration 

Dolores “Totes” Waln, a 
Rosebud Sioux Tribal Coun-
cil member, said her experi-
ence helping the family has 
exposed gaps in communi-
cation between emergency 
managers, police and the 
volunteers who’ve pitched 
in. 

“When they were going 
to drain the dam, nobody 
knew about it until we heard 
it live on the air from the 
tribal president,” Waln said 
of a summer search effort 
from the tribe around a stock 
dam about 6 miles east of 
Parmelee, which was dis-
cussed on the radio. “And 
we’re all like, ‘What?’” 

Shelby Lorenzo Homer, 
of the 4Corners K9 Search 
And Rescue nonprofit, said 
collaboration and communi-
cation has been a struggle 
for months. Recently, how-
ever, she worked with agents 
from the federal Bureau of 
Indian Affairs on a search in 
October.  

“That’s when we really 
started seeing some commu-
nication and some collabora-
tion,” Homer said. 

In a statement, a BIA 
spokesperson said the 
agency is working closely 
with the FBI and Rosebud 
Sioux Department of Public 

Safety on Savannah’s case, 
coordinating search opera-
tions, offering a $5,000 re-
ward through its Missing 
and Murdered Unit and “ac-
tively supporting Savanah’s 
family during this difficult 
time.” 

After Savannah’s birth-
day celebration and candle-
light vigil in Parmelee over 
the weekend, the hope is that 
extra attention can be com-
bined with improved collab-
oration to yield results. 

The hope goes all the 
way to the top in Rosebud. 
Tips sometimes land in the 
inbox of Rosebud Sioux 
Tribal President Kathleen 
Wooden Knife. When that 
happens, the president said, 
she passes them along to po-
lice. 

Then, like everyone else, 
she waits. 

“And my hope is that 
‘OK, this time will be the 
time we’re going to find 
her,’” Wooden Knife said. 
“It hasn’t happened yet.” 

The BIA’s $5,000 reward 
is open to anyone with infor-
mation that can lead authori-
ties to Savannah. The BIA 
can be reached at (833) 560-
2065, by email at 
OJS_MMU@bia.gov, or by 
texting keyword BIAMMU 
and a tip to 847411. 

South Dakota Searchlight 
is part of States Newsroom, 
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization. See more at south 
dakotasearchlight.com.

ON LOCATION — A birthday cake for Savannah Standing 
Bear is displayed on Nov. 23, 2025, in Parmelee. [Submitted 
Photo/THE STANDING BEAR FAMILY VIA SOUTH DAKOTA 
SEARCHLIGHT]
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