
Black Hills Eats
is featured on page 5 of the

Western Trader!
(Local Restaurant Listings)
And be sure to check

out our events calendar
on page 6!

Our weekly
publications
come out
every

Wednesday.
We work hard
to bring you
the very  best
local papers!
Thank You

to our
advertisers
and our
readers! 

Thanks for
your support!
The Chronicle,
Prevailer &
Western

Trader Staff

Our
deadlines

are
Friday by 

5 pm
for the

following
weeks’

Wednesday
paper

edition!
Thank You. 

Thanks  to our
readers!

We appreciate
you!



   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
PARETO’S LAW SALE: 80%
OF STOCk IS 20% OFF!
Hundreds and Hundreds of
New Items! (Plus hundreds of
'free' items) If you can’t find it
here you probably don’t need
it - LOL! EVERY SATURDAY
10 AM Until 4 PM 101 Pine
Ave, Hill City (Directly behind
The Super 8 Motel)         47 26c
HELP WANTED:
CUSTER COUNTY IS
ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR A FULL-TIME
DEPUTY AUDITOR –
Accounts Payable Clerk. This
position offers steady week-
day hours (8 AM–5 PM, Mon–
Fri), paid leave, full benefits,
and on-the-job training. Duties
include accounts
payable/receivable, budget
reporting, licensing, and elec-
tion support. Strong organiza-
tional and customer service
skills required. Starting wage
is $17.00/hr. Apply online at
www.custercountysd.com/em
ployment or contact Amber
Maidens at 605-673-8134.
Open until filled. Custer
County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.    65 25c
PART TIME CAREGIVER
FOR ELDERLY FEMALE.
Nursing assistant and/or
experience with the elderly
preferred.  Patient is able to
use walker with close standby
assistance, and requires
assistance with all  transfers.
Assistance  with feeding, toi-
leting and bathing required.
Please call Judy for more
information. (605) 209-4574. 

64 22p

THE CUSTER COUNTY
DIRECTOR OF
EqUALIzATION is seeking a
Certified Appraiser to support
the Custer County Appraiser
in conducting field inspections
of properties and gathering
relevant listing data. This full-
time position offers an hourly
wage of $18.94 and requires
40 hours of work per week,
Monday through Friday from
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. The posi-
tion is based at the Custer
County Courthouse in Custer,
SD, with travel required within
Custer County. Those in the
position will be responsible for
gathering property cards for
daily assignments, preparing
listing forms and necessary
paperwork for inspections,
and ensuring all equipment is
organized and ready for use.
The role includes tracking
vehicle maintenance, ensur-
ing the vehicle is fueled, and
performing fieldwork to meas-
ure and document the exterior
of properties, including build-
ings and any improvements.
This will involve creating
hand-drawn plot plans and
sketches with accurate meas-
urements of the properties.
The assistant will also enter
property information and list-
ing details into the CAMA sys-
tem, download and label pho-
tos, and maintain positive
relationships with property
owners. A key aspect of the
role is maintaining discretion
and respecting the privacy of

property owners while per-
forming inspections.
Fieldwork may require walk-
ing on uneven terrain, and the
assistant must be able to sit,
walk, stand, bend, kneel,
stoop, reach, and lift up to 20
lbs unassisted. Manual dex-
terity is also required for tasks
such as typing, writing, using
a calculator, and handling a
tape measure. A valid driver’s
license is required for this role,
along with the ability to sketch
properties and accurately
enter data into the computer
system. This is an excellent
opportunity for someone who
enjoys working with others,
being outdoors, is detail-ori-
ented, and seeks to contribute
to the local community. If you
are eager to learn and devel-
op skills in property assess-
ment and inspection, we
encourage you to apply. Full
Position description and
Application can be found on
the Custer County website at:
https://www.custercountysd.c
om/employment/. Custer
County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.   55   23c
CUSTER COUNTY IS
ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR A FULL-TIME
EqUIPMENT OPERATOR I
with the Highway Department.
This position plays a key role
in maintaining over 400 miles
of county roads and involves
operating heavy equipment,
performing snow and ice
removal, and handling gener-
al road maintenance year-
round in all weather condi-
tions. The standard schedule
is four 10-hour days, Monday
through Thursday, with week-
ends and holidays off—
except during emergencies or
weather events. The starting
wage is $23.18 per hour and
includes a full benefits pack-
age. Applicants must be at
least 18 years old, have a
high school diploma or GED,
and be able to lift up to 100
pounds. A valid South Dakota
Class A CDL with tanker
endorsement is preferred and
must be obtained within six
months of hire. Experience
with equipment operation is
preferred. This position
requires relocation or com-
muting to Custer, SD. Ideal
candidates are dependable,
safety-conscious, and team-
oriented, with the ability to
work outdoors in demanding
conditions. Full Position
description and Application
can be found on the Custer
County website at:
https://www.custercountysd.c
om/employment/ . Custer
County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.    59 23c
THE CUSTER COUNTY
LIbRARY IS SEEkING
APPLICANTS for part-time
Relief Library Assistant posi-
tions, with a focus on circula-
tion duties. One position will
be based at the Custer
Branch, and one will be at the
Hermosa Branch. The Custer
Branch role requires no more
than 234 hours per year, while
the Hermosa Branch position
is limited to 180 hours per
year. Both positions are on an
as-needed basis, with no set
schedule, and selected candi-
dates will receive short notice
for work opportunities. Night
and weekend shifts may be
required. These positions are
not eligible for county benefits.
The starting wage is $17.00
per hour, and more than one
candidate may be hired for
these roles. Responsibilities
include: •Performing all circu-
lation tasks efficiently, accu-
rately, and with excellent cus-
tomer service • Assisting
patrons with technology-relat-

ed needs. Full Position
description and Application
can be found on the Custer
County website at:
https://www.custercountysd.c
om/employment/. Custer
County is an equal opportuni-
ty employer.  60 23c

CUSTER COUNTY IS
LOOkING FOR A FULL
TIME OFFICE
COORDINATOR. This
administrative position with
the Custer County Highway
Department provides essen-
tial clerical and organizational
support to the Highway
Superintendent and depart-
ment staff. The role involves
managing daily office opera-
tions, maintaining accurate
records, assisting with finan-
cial tracking, and ensuring
smooth internal and external
communication. This position
is ideal for individuals seeking
a steady office job with day-
time hours, no weekends, and
strong county benefits. The
hours for this position are
Monday - Thursday 8am -
4:30 pm and the starting wage
ranges from $17.77–$18.58
per hour, depending on edu-
cation and experience, and
includes a full county benefits
package. The ideal candidate
will be organized, detail-ori-
ented, and able to manage
multiple responsibilities in a
fast-paced but structured
work environment. Strong
computer skills and experi-
ence in office administration
or accounting are highly val-
ued. Full Position description
and Application can be found
on the Custer County website
at: https://www.custercoun-
tysd.com/employment/.Custe
r County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.      58 23c
FIREWOOD:
FIREWOOD - PINE, 15”-17”
ROUNDS 1/2 of wood split.
$115 per cord. Multiple dis-
count. You pick up 20 miles
west of Custer. also hiring
slash piler, $150 per day for a
productive person. 605-517-
5259. 58 22, 24p

HANDYMAN:
Repair, remodel, free esti-
mates. Quick response plus
mowing, trimming and small
engine tune-up and repair.
Call Jeff at 712 490 4998.  1 1tf

FOR RENT:
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     14 1tfn
OFFICE SPACE:
COMMERCIAL OFFICE
SPACES FOR RENT.
Downtown Custer 2nd floor
location. Contact Phil at
605-391-9358 for more
information.                   18 tfn
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORk! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

EVENTS:
RUN WITH THE GOVS,
June 14: Register NOW
a t
Runsignup.com/Race/SD
/Pierre/RunWiththeGovs
SD to get your limited
edition t-shirt and run or
walk Pierre’s Trail of
Governors.
NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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Black Hills
Live

is featured on page 6 
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATE

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$17.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



By John Hult
South Dakota Searchlight

A preliminary budget re-
quest from President Donald
Trump takes aim at a satel-
lite program with a 50-year
history whose data is housed
just northeast of Sioux Falls,
at a facility employing hun-
dreds of people.

Trump’s discretionary
budget request for NASA
would cut $1.1 billion in
funding for Earth observa-
tion programs, including
what the request describes as
cuts to the “gold-plated, two
billion dollar Landsat Next”
mission. The cut amounts to
roughly half of the space
agency’s budget for Earth
observation, which includes
money for Landsat design.

Landsat Next is planned
as the next generation of
Landsat, whose nine itera-
tions have created the
longest continuously collect-
ed Earth observation record
in history. The first satellite
launched in 1972.

The USGS Earth Re-
sources Observation and
Science (EROS) Center near
Sioux Falls has housed
Landsat data since 1973, in
addition to millions of im-
ages from other satellites
and modern and historical
aerial imagery, all of which
is accessible at no cost to
users. Landsat’s free data is
used to calibrate data from
commercial satellites, con-
tributing to what the USGS
calculated last fall as a $25.6
billion return on public in-
vestment since the agency
began freely sharing data in
2008.

The most recent satellite
in the series, Landsat 9, en-
tered low-earth orbit in
2021. Between that satellite
and its near-identical prede-
cessor, Landsat 8, the system
gathers new imagery data of
the entire Earth’s surface —
as well as imagery from
spectral bands like infrared
that are invisible to the
naked eye and measure-
ments of Earth surface tem-
peratures — every eight
days.

Landsat Next was set to
launch around 2030, with
improvements in resolution
and speedier repeat image
collection.

Trump’s budget request

would “restructure” the
Landsat Next mission “while
NASA studies more afford-
able ways to maintain the
continuity of Landsat im-
agery, which is used by natu-
ral resource managers,
States, and industry.”

The request also calls for
the elimination of $562 mil-
lion in USGS funding. The
change “eliminates pro-
grams that provide grants to
universities, duplicate other
Federal research programs
and focus on social agendas
(e.g., climate change) to in-
stead focus on achieving
dominance in energy and
critical minerals,” Trump’s
budget request says. 

The cut to USGS
amounts to about a third of
its $1.6 billion budget.

The budget request is
separate from the federal
government’s efforts under
Elon Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency to
pare down the federal work-
force. 

Probationary employees
across multiple federal agen-
cies were first dismissed in
February, but many returned
to the federal payroll and
placed on paid administra-
tive leave after legal chal-
lenges.

It’s unclear how those
moves to reduce the federal
workforce have impacted the
EROS Center.

Around 600 government
employees and contractors
work at the center, according
to the latest figures posted
on the USGS website, but
the site including that figure
hasn’t changed since March
2023.

Emails from South Dako-
ta Searchlight to USGS press
contacts at EROS and in re-
gional and national offices
on the number of employees
who’ve departed since Jan.
25 went unanswered.

Searchlight also asked
about the potential impact of
the USGS budget cut pro-
posal to EROS science pro-
grams, and about how
changes to the Landsat pro-
gram could affect EROS.

A NASA spokesperson
told South Dakota Search-
light that the agency would
be in a better position to re-
spond “once we receive the
President’s full budget re-
quest in the coming weeks.”

U.S. Rep. Dusty Johnson,
R-South Dakota, pointed out
that presidential budget re-
quests are “aspirational” and
“rarely implemented as writ-
ten.”

“Dusty will continue to
be supportive of Landsat’s
efforts in Congress,” said a
Johnson spokesperson.

The NASA budget has
not emerged as a discussion
point in budget reconcilia-
tion talks underway in
Washington, D.C., on
Trump’s so-called “big,
beautiful bill.”

U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds,
R-South Dakota, sounded
similar notes in his response
to questions about Landsat. 

“The president’s discre-
tionary budget is just that —
discretionary. It outlines the
president’s priorities and
wish lists, but it will ulti-
mately be our job in Con-
gress to set the budget and
appropriate federal dollars,”
Rounds said in an emailed
statement.

Representatives for Re-
publican Senate Majority
Leader John Thune of South

Dakota did not return emails
requesting comment on
Landsat and EROS.

Republican South Dakota
Gov. Larry Rhoden told
Searchlight during a visit to
Sioux Falls recently that he
hadn’t heard about requested
cuts to the satellite program
or to the USGS.

Even so, Rhoden said he
trusts that an open relation-
ship with the Trump admin-
istration on South Dakota’s
priorities will help preserve
them through budget negoti-
ations.

NASA builds and launch-
es Landsat satellites. The
U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) operates them and
curates the data collected by
them.

“They give you some
wiggle room as far as what
your priorities are, and so
I’m kind of optimistic that
they are tempering some of
those decisions with com-
mon sense,” Rhoden said.

Trump’s actions have had
at least one public impact on
EROS, though not an opera-
tional one.

EROS is home to a super-
computer whose processing
power is shared across mul-
tiple arms of the Department
of Interior. The system came
to EROS with the name De-
nali, named after the tallest
peak in the U.S. 

Like the Alaska mountain
after which the computer
was named, the Denali sys-
tem at EROS was renamed
“McKinley” after the is-
suance of a Trump executive
order.

Denali has long been the
mountain’s name among
Alaska’s Indigenous
Athabascans, but the federal
government embraced the
name given to it by a
prospector for about 100
years. The prospector called
it “Mount McKinley,” after
then-presidential candidate
William McKinley.

President Barack Obama
renamed it Denali in 2015,
matching the name the sur-
rounding national park had
taken nearly 40 years earlier.

The order does not men-
tion the USGS or supercom-
puters, but rather instructs

the Department of Interior to
“update the Geographic
Names Information System
(GNIS) to reflect the renam-
ing and reinstatement of
Mount McKinley.”

The EROS supercomput-
er’s name was changed
based on the order, however.

“Pursuant to President
Trump’s Executive Order
No. 14172, ‘Restoring
Names that Honor American
Greatness,’ this supercom-
puter has been renamed to
McKinley,” a poster in the
EROS visitor area now
reads.

John Hult is the senior
reporter for South Dakota
Searchlight. He has more
than 15 years experience
covering criminal justice,
the environment and public
affairs in South Dakota, in-
cluding more than a decade
at the Sioux Falls Argus
Leader.

South Dakota Searchlight
is part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization.

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

TO PLACE AN AD
CALL KATE AT
605-440-1248

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Proposed satellite cuts raise questions about the fate of EROS 
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