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Aging in Place?
Consider an AmeriGlide stair lift to keep 

you safe on your stairs.

Eliminate the risk of falls on the stairs. 

Enjoy a comfortable ride up and down all 
levels of your home.

Enjoy comfortable, safe and easy access 
to all of your home. 

More affordable than options such as moving.

your staircase
Indoor and 

Outdoor options
Fast delivery 

and installation

SAVE $200
1-844-486-7286
Get your FREE, no obligation

quote in minutes!

We provide affordable stair lifts to increase safety 
in your home and improve your quality of life 

while aging in place.

Thanks  to our
readers!

We appreciate
you!

CALL (877) 332−9681

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees
• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

We Buy Houses!
Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 

with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 
No Repairs. No Fuss.

Selling my home with Liz Buys Houses was a 
game-changer! Their expertise and support 
throughout the process were unparalleled.
I couldn't have asked for a smoother sell. 
KUDOS to this amazing team! -Michael Beck

“

”



   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
PARETO’S LAW SALE: 80%
OF STOCk IS 20% OFF!
Hundreds and Hundreds of
New Items! (Plus hundreds of
'free' items) If you can’t find it
here you probably don’t need
it - LOL! EVERY SATURDAY
10 AM Until 4 PM 101 Pine
Ave, Hill City (Directly behind
The Super 8 Motel)         47 26c
GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
YARD SALE: Saturday, June
14, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 25125
Harbach Lane. Go-cart, puz-
zles, clothing and misc.   75  24p
HELP WANTED:
TEACHERS NEEDED: 7-
12 PE, Elem. Reading, and
SpEd Teachers with/without
coaching, starting Aug.
2025, Custer School District
527 Montgomery St., Custer
SD  57730  605-673-3154. 

70 24c

O C C U P A T I O N A L
THERAPIST needed at
Custer School District.
C o n t a c t
Stacey.Boutain@k12.sd.us
Custer School District 527
Montgomery St., Custer SD
57730  605-673-3154.   71 24c
PART-TIME SEASONAL
INFORMATION ASSOCI-
ATE at the Custer Area
Chamber of Commerce.
Three to four days a week,
including saturdays and
events. Call Dawn at 605-
673-2244. 69 26c

CUSTER COUNTY IS
ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR A FULL-TIME
DEPUTY AUDITOR –
Accounts Payable Clerk. This
position offers steady week-
day hours (8 AM–5 PM, Mon–
Fri), paid leave, full benefits,
and on-the-job training. Duties
include accounts
payable/receivable, budget
reporting, licensing, and elec-
tion support. Strong organiza-
tional and customer service
skills required. Starting wage
is $17.00/hr. Apply online at
www.custercountysd.com/em
ployment or contact Amber
Maidens at 605-673-8134.
Open until filled. Custer
County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.    65 25c
FIREWOOD:
FIREWOOD - PINE, 15”-17”
ROUNDS 1/2 of wood split.
$115 per cord. Multiple dis-

count. You pick up 20 miles
west of Custer. also hiring
slash piler, $150 per day for a
productive person. 605-517-
5259. 58 22, 24p

APPLIANCES:
FOR SALE: GOOD,
CLEAN running two door GE
refrigerator. $200. 605-517-
0346. 72 24c

HANDYMAN:
Repair, remodel, free esti-
mates. Quick response plus
mowing, trimming and small
engine tune-up and repair.
Call Jeff at 712 490 4998.  1 1tf
FOR RENT:
TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 
73  tfnc

THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,

cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     14 1tfn
OFFICE SPACE:
COMMERCIAL OFFICE
SPACES FOR RENT.
Downtown Custer 2nd floor
location. Contact Phil at
605-391-9358 for more
information.                   18 tfn
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:

9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORk! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AUCTIONS:
INTERSTATE AUCTION
CENTER. June 21,
10:00am. 3 Miles East of
SF, exit 402, Brandon,
SD. Heavy machinery
consignment: construc-
tion, farm, lawn… Full
l isting: auctionzip.com
605-331-4550
FOR SALE::
DON’T LET SUMMER
SLIP AWAY with this
ride. 2013 Harley
Davidson Heritage
Softail motorcycle, dark
metallic blue, great con-
dition. Call or text Doug,
Gettysburg, 605-769-
1155.  
NOTICES::
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address 
that includes SKU 75432. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be 
substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 

Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 06/30/25.  |  25M8070  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
75432TAW   separately $240.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves1669 
1.855.978.0892 Ask for 75432TAW

8 free BURGERS ($22 value)

SAVE 58%

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUSWORLD-FAMOUS perfection

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes 
and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-625-0940
Switch & Save Today.

Our weekly
publications
come out
every

Wednesday.
We work hard
to bring you
the very  best
local papers!
Thank You

to our
advertisers
and our
readers! 

Thanks for
your support!
The Chronicle,
Prevailer &
Western

Trader Staff
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATE

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$17.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



By Emily DeCock

South Dakota’s three Na-
tional Weather Service
(NWS) forecast offices are
short of staff and sending up
fewer weather balloons that
gather important data in re-
sponse to federal budget cuts
and a hiring freeze, as torna-
do and thunderstorm season
ramps up.

The NWS, part of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Association (NOAA),
has 122 Weather Forecast
Offices (WFOs) throughout
the United States. Forecast-
ing offices around the coun-
try are feeling the effects of
federal cuts and hiring
freezes, according to The
Associated Press.

South Dakota’s three
WFOs in Aberdeen, Rapid
City and Sioux Falls cover
90 counties in five states.

Fifty-five of the WFOs
nationwide have a job va-
cancy rate of more than 20
percent, according to the AP
data, which was accurate as
of March. Vacancy rates of
20 percent or higher consti-
tute “critical understaffing”
according to the AP. The
South Dakota offices are
among those with open posi-
tions that aren't being filled:

The Rapid City WFO va-
cancy rate was highest in the
state, at 41.7 percent of posi-
tions open. The Rapid City
office covers 16 counties in
South Dakota and three
counties in Wyoming.

The Sioux Falls vacancy
rate was 21 percent, which is
around the current national
average for WFOs. It covers
43 counties in South Dakota,
Minnesota, Iowa and Ne-
braska.

Aberdeen’s office had a
13 percent vacancy rate, a
relatively low number com-
pared to national averages.
The Aberdeen WFO covers
26 counties in South Dakota
and two counties in Min-
nesota.

South Dakota state clima-
tologist Laura Edwards said
the federal hiring freeze is
one of the contributing fac-
tors to South Dakota WFO's
understaffing – and offices
in the Northern Great Plains
states are hit disproportion-
ately hard.

“It's those offices that are
already hard to staff in
Wyoming, rural Nebraska,
South Dakota,” Edwards
said. “Those areas often
struggle to hire staff to start
with, and then you com-
pound ... the hiring freeze
with all the DOGE (Depart-
ment of Government Effi-

ciency) cuts. And the offices
that are already understaffed
just get hit many more
times.”

Some U.S. offices have
started to close overnight to
combat understaffing, while
others have decreased the
number of weather balloons
they're releasing, including
at the Rapid City and Ab-
erdeen offices.

“In those overnight
hours, you can still see se-
vere weather in the summer
seasons,” Edwards said. “So
I think our best hope, cross-
ing fingers for South Dako-
ta, is that we don’t have a lot
of severe weather this year
due to the low staffing levels
that they have.”

All three WFOs referred
calls for comment to the na-
tional office, which provided
News Watch with a state-
ment:

“The National Weather
Service continues to meet its
core mission of providing
life-saving forecasts, warn-
ings and decision-support
services to the public, our
partners and stakeholders,”
said Kim Doster, communi-
cations director for NOAA.
In the near term, NWS has
updated the service level
standards for its weather
forecast offices to manage
impacts due to shifting per-
sonnel resources.

“These revised standards
reflect the transformation
and prioritization of mis-
sion-essential operations,
while supporting the balance
of the operational workload
for its workforce. NWS con-
tinues to ensure a continuity
of service for mission-criti-
cal functions.”
NWS launching fewer

weather balloons
One way offices have re-

sponded to fewer staff is by
reducing the release of
weather balloons. Weather
balloons are typically de-
ployed twice daily at the
same time by WFOs across
the country. The data collect-
ed from weather balloons are
the basis for starting fore-
casts, Edwards said.

“I think the real issue that
we’re all keyed in on with
the weather balloon data is
that the missing data now is
all kind of in the same part
of the country,” said Russ
Schumacher, Colorado state
climatologist and professor
of atmospheric science at
Colorado State University.

“There’s this hole over
the Great Plains and into the
Rocky Mountains where
there used to be a lot of
weather balloon data and

now there isn’t.”
The Rapid City WFO

suspended the regular re-
lease of weather balloons in
March, according to a March
20 public information state-
ment from the National
Weather Service. Another
statement released that day
announced that the Aberdeen
office was among six U.S.
offices reducing weather bal-
loon flights to once daily.

Severe weather
season could provide

more challenges
One area of concern for

Edwards is losing coordina-
tion ability. The warning co-
ordination meteorologist at
the forecast offices is tasked
with providing information
to county emergency coordi-
nators, schools and the gen-
eral public when there are
risks for severe weather.

The earliest tornado in
South Dakota history hap-
pened this year in February,
the only recorded twister in
the state so far this year.

And several towns have
been either leveled or heavi-
ly damaged in the past few
decades by severe tornadoes.

Recent tornadoes killed
more than 20 people in the
Southeast. Kentucky was hit
particularly hard.

“The (storm) in Kentucky
was a very significant, big
tornado system, or a group
of tornadoes,” Edwards said.
“And so I don’t know how
much you can attribute to the
staffing losses at the forecast
offices. But in the North
Central (Great Plains) region
here, there’s a lot of offices
that are really hurting for
staff.”

Residents of several
South Dakota communities

know firsthand the value of
timely warnings:

In 1998, six were killed
in an F-4 tornado in Spencer,
about 45 miles west of Sioux
Falls. “Most of the town’s
190 buildings” were de-
stroyed, according to the
NWS. Spencer’s tornado
siren never went off as it lost
power from the storm.

In 2014, a F-2 tornado in
Wessington Springs, about
40 miles southwest of
Huron, had wind speeds that
reached up to 135 mph.

In 2015, a tornado
touched down on Mother's
Day in Delmont, about 90
miles southwest of Sioux
Falls. Nine people were in-
jured.

In 2019, three tornadoes
hit Sioux Falls within min-
utes of each other, causing
damage and closing several
businesses until they could
rebuild.

AI’s potential
Could artificial intelli-

gence applications fill in the
forecasting gaps?

AI and machine learning
are evolving rapidly in the
weather prediction field, ac-
cording to Schumacher.

The big question is,
“What’s the correct balance
of responsibilities for human
forecasters versus automated
systems?” he said.

Human forecasters don’t
spend much time creating
numerical weather predic-
tion models, such as predict-
ing the high temperatures for
the 10-day forecast, Schu-
macher said.

“There’s a lot of potential
and a lot of new things com-
ing down the line to improve
forecasts there,” he said.

However, AI systems

can’t put forecasts in con-
text, he said.

Like any federal agency,
sure, there could be some ef-
ficiencies. But I don’t know
at this point, anyway, that we
can fully go away from hu-
mans in the forecast offices,”
Schumacher said. “I think
that's a little bit too risky
right now.”

Edwards also affirmed
the need for that human ele-
ment.

“The weather service has
a unique perspective where
they collect a lot of data
from their observers and
they have a really good han-
dle on what's going on pre-
cipitation-wise and all that
for their specific region. And
so, we try to do our best to
fill in the gaps and try to un-
derstand what's going on
there in every county of the
state. But without all those
eyes and ears out there, it’s a

little different,” she said.
The Associated Press

contributed to this story that
was produced by South
Dakota News Watch, an in-
dependent, nonprofit organi-
zation. Read more stories
and donate at sd-
newswatch.org and sign up
for an email to get stories
when they’re published.
Emily DeCock is a student at
South Dakota State Univer-
sity in Brookings. She re-
ceived the 2025 Jeffrey B.
Nelson Investigative Jour-
nalism Endowed Internship
and Chuck Raasch and
Sandy Johnson Scholarship
from the SDSU Foundation.
Contact Emily: emily.de
cock@sdnewswatch.org.

South Dakota Searchlight
is part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization.

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Fewer eyes on the sky: NWS forecast reductions raise concerns in SD

TOTAL DEVASTATION — A National Guardsman walks down a street in Spencer surrounded by the devastation of the May 30,
1998, tornado. [Submitted Photo/SIOUX FALLS ARGUS LEADER VIA SOUTH DAkOTA NEWS WATCH]

WEATHER BALLOON — A National Weather Service staff
member launches a weather balloon in Davenport, Iowa, in
2005. (Photo: NOAA via Wikimedia Commons). [Submitted
Photo/NOAA - WIkIMEDIA COMMONS VIA SOUTH DAkOTA
NEWS WATCH]
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