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   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
ANNOUNCMENT:
ATTENTION MUSIC
LOVERS:  Purchase your
‘25-‘26. Hot Springs Area
Community Concert tickets
now. The first concert is
Sept. 12 in Hot Springs. $60
individual tickets; $130 fam-
ily tickets; One membership
is used for 18 concerts in
four locations.  Volunteer
ticket sellers are Mark
Hogg—673-5509; Cozy
Dorton—673-4974; Sue
Bruer (Heads West) –673-
2642; Jan Skott—673-5061;
Lois Wells—673-2591.
Membership Drive is Aug.
13-Sept. 8. Call now.     

104 33c

GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE
SALE, 12063 Woodford
Road, Custer. Friday, 8/15,
Saturday 8/16. 8am-5pm.
Furniture, home decor,
kitchen items, bed head-

board, lounger, shop items,
mini fridge. miscellaneous. 

108 33p

MULTI-FAMILY RUM-
MAGE: August 16th. 7am to
1 pm at 253 Boot Hill Road.
Miscellaneous household
and much more.           107 33p

YARD SALE: Friday,
August 15 & Saturday
August 16. 8am-4pm. Boot
Hill, 123 Surrey Lane.
Clothes, bedding, curtains,
towels, household, camp-
ing, garage items, tires, mis-
cellaneous. 106 33p

FOR SALE: YARD ART,
unique items. Honor sys-
tem: Small $5, Large $10 to
$15. Ed Sedlezky 25216
U.S. Hwy 385. 103 33p

GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
HUNDREDS OF
DISCOUNTED items at 101
Pine Ave. Hill City -
Saturdays 10 AM Until 4 PM

86  28tfn

HELP WANTED:
COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Assistant Technology
C o o r d i n a t o r / N e t w o r k
Administrator (1 position)
needed full-time, to support
the needs of staff and stu-
dents and work with the
District’s Technology
Coordinator. Position will
require high levels of tech-
nology skills in fixing/trou-
bleshooting machines,
assisting staff and students,
maintaining video cameras,
key card entry systems,

servers, printers, etc. Open
until filled. Salary TBD.
Position has paid time off
and other benefits. Please
apply online:
www.csd.k12.sd.us Custer
School District, 527
Montgomery St., Custer, SD
57730 605-673-3154. EOE 

109 34c

CUSTER SCHOOL
DISTRICT HAS OPEN-
INGS:  paraprofessionals at
CES; Computer Technology
Integrationist;  part-time
custodian at CHS;  substi-
tute teachers at all school
buildings.  Please see
www.csd.k12.sd.us to apply.
527 Montgomery St.,
Custer, SD  57730 605-673-
3154 EOE 102 33c

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME
MAINTENANCE II role in
our Building & Grounds
Maintenance Department.
This position supports the
Maintenance Director in
planning and performing
maintenance and janitorial
duties across all county
buildings and grounds.
Leadership of up to two
additional staff may be
required. Requirements:
Applicants must be 18+,
hold a valid SD driver’s
license, and be capable of
operating various tools and
equipment, performing
snow removal, janitorial
tasks, and facility repairs.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs.,
work independently, lead

effectively, and obtain a SD
Commercial Pesticide
Applicator’s License
(Categories G & 4). A back-
ground check and compli-
ance with the County’s drug
policy are mandatory. Wage
& Benefits: Starting pay is
$22.00/hour. Includes paid
holidays, vacation, sick
leave, health insurance,
optional dental, vision, life
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match.
To Apply: Visit www.custer-
countysd.com/employment
or contact Amber Maidens,
HR Director, at 605-673-
8134 or amaidens@custer-
countysd.com. Applications
accepted until position is
filled. Custer County is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 97  34c

AUTOS FOR SALE

2000 JAGUAR XK8
CONVERTIbLE. Like new
condition. 41,000 miles.
$13,000. 605-673-2795.99  33p

FOR RENT:
TWO bEDROOM TOWN-
HOUSE w/attached garage.
In Custer. $1,400/month.
605-391-6953. 105 34c

YEAR AROUND APART-

MENTS FOR RENT IN HILL
CITY: • 2 BR, one bath in
fourplex apartment; Four BR,
one bath basement apart-
ment. Call Vic at 605-209-
3963. 92 29tfn

TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc

THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR
OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.
Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.
605-440-0123.             82 26tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-

5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AUCTIONS:
INTERSTATE AUCTION
CENTER: Aug 9,
10:00am. 3 Miles East of
SF, exit 402, Brandon,
SD. Heavy machinery
consignment: construc-
tion, farm, lawn… Full
l isting: auctionzip.com
605-331-4550
NOTICES::
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
MISCELLANEOUS::
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACEMENT
SURGERY and suffered
an infection between
2020 and the present
time, you may be entitled
to compensation. Call
Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
NOTICES:::
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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YARD SALE
12644 U.S. Hwy. 16A

Friday-Saturday, Aug. 15-16
Antique advertising tins & collectibles

Oak Kitchen Cabinets • Like new electric
stove & dishwasher • Steamer trunks

Old trunks • Chairs • 100 pc dishware set
Lamps • Coffee Tables •  End tables
Library Table • Oak deskround tables

Long tables • Curved wood boutique shevling
Stools • Small sectional

Two new Lincoln windows
Old typewriters • Suitcases • Books

Shelf brackets •  Storage cubes 
Leather recliner • Upholstered chairs

Cabin collectibles • Old too boxes
Large artificial Christmas trees • Ladders

Doors •  Assorted stair spindles
Chopping block • Home care equipment
Walkers • Braces • Queen headboard

Antique singer sewing machine w/cabinet
Old barbed wire • Fence posts
Small treadmill •  Old crates 

Small & large mirrors
Electric fireplace with cabinet 

Air conditioner • Pictured frames

ALL PRICED TO SELL
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
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(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217
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space!
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Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)
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space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Mt

Four communities in
South Dakota abruptly lost
their newspapers this week,
leaving more than 40,000
people without a local
source of print news — at
least in the near term.

Employees at the Huron
Plainsman, Redfield Press,
Brookings Register and
Moody County Enterprise,
which served the city of
Flandreau, learned this week
that operations would cease
immediately.

“The decision was not
made lightly,” read a letter
from the papers’ Illinois-
based parent company,
News Media Corp. “Over
the past months and years,
we have explored every pos-
sible avenue to sustain our
operations and preserve our
team.”

An attempt to sell the
company failed, the letter
says, leaving the company in
a financial position “where
continuing business is no
longer feasible.”

Last year, the company
announced it would be pur-
chased by Carpenter Media
Group, which specializes in
rural papers.

News Media Corp. will
make “reasonable efforts” to
deliver final paychecks, the
letter says. Health insurance
benefits “will be terminated
effective August 6, 2025,” it
says, referencing the day the
letters were delivered.

The company’s website
says it owns 31 newspapers
across Arizona, Illinois,
South Dakota, Nebraska and
Wyoming, as well as six
“shoppers,” which are freely
distributed advertising publi-
cations. One such shopper,
the Payday, was printed for
Huron, on the same printing
press used for the Plainsman
and the Redfield Press.

An email to the compa-
ny’s CEO, J.J. Tompkins,
went unanswered. A mes-
sage to the company’s infor-
mational email address came
back undeliverable. A mes-
sage to Carpenter Media
Group on the hoped-for
merger was not returned.

‘Gut-punch’
for journalism

The Wednesday an-
nouncements amount to “a
real gut punch for communi-
ty journalism in South Dako-
ta,” according to South
Dakota NewsMedia Associ-
ation executive director
Dave Bordewyk.

“I feel bad about it, I’m
sad about it, and I’m mad
about it,” said Bordewyk,

who lives in Brookings
where the association is
based.

Bordewyk said his imme-
diate concerns are for the
employees of the publica-
tions, particularly given the
immediate loss of health in-
surance. Since his arrival as
executive director in 1995,
Bordewyk said he’s known
of a few instances when a
small-town paper announced
an instant end to operations,
but he can’t recall any im-
mediate shutdown across
multiple communities at
once.

The suddenness also has
implications for the commu-
nities served by the papers.

“It’s revenue, expenses,
bottom lines, I get that,” said
Bordewyk, who said around
40 South Dakota papers
have closed since the mid-
1990s, “but also in the news-
papers, there’s a trust rela-
tionship with your commu-
nity.”

“That trust has been bro-
ken here, and my hope is it
can be restored,” Bordewyk
said.

Legal notice issues
Ope Niemeyer, the

Brookings mayor, lamented
the closure notice. He said
he understands that newspa-
pers have faced challenges
in the digital era, but that he
wouldn’t expect a communi-
ty the size of Brookings —
with a population of nearly
25,000 — to lose a printed
paper.

It’s especially difficult for
Brookings, he said, because
a local radio station laid off
its news staff less than a year
ago. Without the Register,
Niemeyer wonders who will
cover local news.

“It’s pretty much devas-
tating for our community,”
Niemeyer said.

The closures could create
immediate legal problems
for government entities like
Niemeyer’s, as well.

Under state law, govern-
ments must designate an of-
ficial legal newspaper for the
publication of meeting min-
utes, ordinance changes,
bids for goods and services
and more, often on specific
timelines.

State law expects local
governments to find a paper
within their county before
looking outside of it. There
are three weekly newspapers
in Brookings County. The
other counties affected by
the closures have none.

Niemeyer said he’s al-
ready in conversations on
how the city will handle its
notices. If it comes down to

working with a weekly pa-
per, he said, that could slow
down the speed with which
the city council can make
decisions that require a cer-
tain number of days between
the publication of a notice
and a final decision.  

“Most of the local com-
munities only publish once a
week, so we’d have to work
around that,” Niemeyer said.

In an email to South
Dakota Searchlight, Huron
School District Superintend-
ent Kraig Steinhoff said he
was “saddened” to hear the
news about the Plainsman.
The paper’s coverage of stu-
dents and sporting events in
the district “celebrated the
achievements of children
and recognized the accom-
plishments of Huron School
District employees, while al-
so accurately reporting on
the district’s business
through bimonthly board
meeting updates.”

The school board voted
to retain the Plainsman’s
designation as its legal
newspaper last month.

“Over the years, I have
heard from many people
who lost their local newspa-
pers comment on how fortu-
nate Huron was to have a
daily publication,” Steinhoff
wrote. “It often seems that
we don’t appreciate what we
have until it is gone.”

Future for local news
Steinhoff also said he

hopes “another company
will take over the paper,” but
that the district will have to
learn to live without it if that
doesn’t happen.

Benjamin Chase, the edi-
tor for the Plainsman, said
Thursday that he and the
publisher have already field-
ed calls from a handful of
potential business partners
who hope to keep the 140-
year-old paper alive.

The “how, what and
when” are still “being
worked out,” Chase said, but
“there were people who
reached out right away.”

In a lengthy post on Face-
book, Chase said his com-
munity of 14,500 needs a lo-
cal news source. He also
said he understands why
people want to know about
refunds on their subscrip-
tions — his 90-year-old
grandmother re-upped her
annual subscription last
week — but his thoughts are
with the employees of the
newsroom and printing
shop, who didn’t know as of
Thursday morning if they’d
get their next paycheck. 

The next scheduled pay-
day is Friday, two days after

the letters arrived.
“Huron’s paper now has

more than a dozen employ-
ees who are now wondering
how they will feed their fam-
ilies the rest of THIS
month,” Chase wrote on
Facebook.

Chase said he’s spoken
with employees about the
possibility of signing up for
Medicaid for health insur-
ance.

Josh Linehan, editor of
the Brookings Register,
wrote a post for the Regis-
ter’s Facebook page on
Thursday afternoon about
the closure.

Register employees, he
said, did not get a letter on
the closure. They only found
out officially at 1 p.m.
Thursday, and heard about it
from the Plainsman’s pub-
lisher.

“It’s no secret that it’s
tough times out there for all
print media, and we’re no
exception,” Linehan wrote
on Facebook. “But make no
mistake — we’re closed for
now as a result of poor cor-
porate management.”

Like Chase, Linehan told
South Dakota Searchlight
he’s “taking meetings” on
the future of the newspaper.
He believes the community
can and would support a pa-
per that’s been published un-
der the Register banner since
1890.

“There’s absolutely no
reason there’s not a newspa-
per here,” Linehan said.

Other options for
readers, governments
Bordewyk said he’s field-

ed calls from local govern-
ment officials asking about
how to manage the situation
with legal notices. He’s been
telling them to “hold tight”
and see if the communities
involved can find ways to
keep their print products
alive. 

There are precedents for
communities stepping in. In
Kingsbury County, the pub-

lisher ran a story in 2020
saying he would have to shut
down two weekly papers
without a buyer. The local
economic development cor-
porations purchased the
business and launched a new
paper with the help of volun-
teers. A similar situation
played out in Winner last
year. 

Chase is hopeful that
Huron will find a way to
keep the local news flowing.
The paper predates state-
hood, and at one point pub-
lished as many as three edi-
tions a day.

In spite of the long-term
trend of financial difficulties
for local newspapers, some
new operations have popped
up in South Dakota cities.

Troy McQuillen of Ab-
erdeen publishes two startup
newspapers, the Aberdeen
Insider and Watertown Cur-
rent. Both were launched to
fill a void left by staffing

cuts at local papers owned in
each city by the nationwide
Gannett newspaper chain.

“Here in Aberdeen the
public has been incredibly
supportive in terms of sub-
scriptions, as have advertis-
ers,” McQuillen said, adding
that the Watertown paper,
launched after the Insider, is
starting to gain traction.

On Thursday, McQuillen
took a call from the City of
Redfield and agreed to begin
printing its legal announce-
ments in Aberdeen. He’s al-
so had conversations about
the possibility of stepping in
to fill the void in the other
impacted cities.

Meanwhile, The Dakota
Scout, a three-year-old
newspaper based in Sioux
Falls, published a story
Thursday afternoon saying it
now plans to distribute its
product in Brookings. The
paper already distributes in
Flandreau, and “will now in-
clude Brookings as part of
its coverage area.”

John is the senior re-
porter for South Dakota
Searchlight. He has more
than 15 years experience
covering criminal justice,
the environment and public
affairs in South Dakota, in-
cluding more than a decade
at the Sioux Falls Argus
Leader.

South Dakota Searchlight
is part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization.

Company’s sudden shutdown closes four newspapers in eastern South Dakota

CLOSED...FOR NOW — A sign outside the offices of the
Huron Plainsman signaling that the paper has ceased opera-
tions. Submitted Photo/JOHN HULT - SOUTH DAKOTA
SEARCHLIGHT]
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