
Subscribe to the
Chronicle or
Prevailer!

In your home
town, in your
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AN IMPACT!
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subscription or
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CHOICE!
Call 

673-2217
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Our
deadlines

are
Friday by 
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for the

following
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Wednesday
paper

edition!
Thank You. 

Thanks for saying
you saw 

it in the Western
Trader!



   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
HUNDREDS OF
DISCOUNTED items at 101
Pine Ave. Hill City -
Saturdays 10 AM Until 4 PM

86  28tfn

GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE
SALE: Saturday, August 23.
885 Homestead Drive 7:30-
1:30. Christmas wreaths,
crafts, supplies, quilts, small
tools. Rods and reels. Dog
carrier. Antique chair.
Embroidery machine. Men's
winter vests. New boots. 113 34p
HELP WANTED:
SpLISH SpLASH CAR
WASH hiring part-time
maintenance person. Call
308-250-0285 for more
information. 114 34p

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
Assistant Technology
C o o r d i n a t o r / N e t w o r k
Administrator (1 position)
needed full-time, to support
the needs of staff and stu-
dents and work with the
District’s Technology
Coordinator. Position will
require high levels of tech-
nology skills in fixing/trou-
bleshooting machines,

assisting staff and students,
maintaining video cameras,
key card entry systems,
servers, printers, etc. Open
until filled. Salary TBD.
Position has paid time off
and other benefits. Please
apply online:
www.csd.k12.sd.us Custer
School District, 527
Montgomery St., Custer, SD
57730 605-673-3154. EOE 

109 34c

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME
MAINTENANCE II role in
our Building & Grounds
Maintenance Department.
This position supports the
Maintenance Director in
planning and performing
maintenance and janitorial
duties across all county
buildings and grounds.
Leadership of up to two
additional staff may be
required. Requirements:
Applicants must be 18+,
hold a valid SD driver’s
license, and be capable of
operating various tools and
equipment, performing
snow removal, janitorial
tasks, and facility repairs.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs.,
work independently, lead
effectively, and obtain a SD
Commercial Pesticide
Applicator’s License
(Categories G & 4). A back-
ground check and compli-
ance with the County’s drug
policy are mandatory. Wage
& Benefits: Starting pay is
$22.00/hour. Includes paid
holidays, vacation, sick
leave, health insurance,
optional dental, vision, life
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match.
To Apply: Visit www.custer-
countysd.com/employment
or contact Amber Maidens,

HR Director, at 605-673-
8134 or amaidens@custer-
countysd.com. Applications
accepted until position is
filled. Custer County is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 97  34c

FOR RENT:
ONE AND TWO ROOM
MONTHLY SpACES. From
$700 to $1,000. All utilities
included. WIFI and Roku,
too. private laundry soon.
Dogs welcome. Three
minutes from Custer.
Remodeled and clean.
605-440-0370 110 39p

TWO BEDROOM TOWN-
HOUSE w/attached garage.
In Custer. $1,400/month.
605-391-6953. 105 34c

YEAR AROUND ApART-
MENTS FOR RENT IN HILL
CITY: • 2 BR, one bath in
fourplex apartment; Four BR,
one bath basement apart-
ment. Call Vic at 605-209-
3963. 92 29tfn

TWO BED, ONE BATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc
THREE BEDROOM, ONE
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILABLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn
AUTO PARTS/REPAIR:
1997-2003 FORD TOppER.
Short bed. Needs painting,
$200 OBO Call: 720-299-
7773 or 605-517-9818 after
noon. 112 34p

AUTOS FOR SALE:
CLASSIC CARS FOR
SALE: Located in Hot
Springs. 1952 Buick Dyna-
Flow, 4-door; Two 1952
Pontiac Silverstreaks, 4-
doors; 1962 Pontiac
Catalina, 4-door; 1965
Pontiac Bonneville convert-

ible body; 1982 Firebird V8,
carbureted; 1986 Firebird
parts car, T-Top: 1989
Firebird T-Top, bad engine;
1993 Chevy 3/4-Ton, 4x4
diesel, 4 speed. Call 605-
891-9836. 115 35p

2002 FORD EXpLORER. 2
DR/4WD. Automatic,
Leather, power sunroof,
new tires, shocks, battery.
CD player. Excellent condi-
tion. $5,500. 605-517-9818.

111 34p

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR
OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.
Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.
605-440-0123.             82 26tfn
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

EMPLOYMENT:
ASSISTANT TECHNOL-
O G Y
COORDINATOR/Network
Administrator needed
full-t ime, salary TBD,
with benefits; year-
round, starting immedi-
ately.  Apply online:
w w w . c s d . k 1 2 . s d . u s
Custer School District,
527 Montgomery St.,
Custer, SD 57730 605-
673-3154. EOE
JERAULD COUNTY will
be accepting applica-
tions for a full-time main-
tenance worker. For
application, please con-
tact the Highway Office
at 605-539-9671 or the
Auditor ’s Office 605-539-
9301.
LAND::

IN SEARCH OF pAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997
MISCELLANEOUS::
LOOKING FOR MOBILE
HOMES TO MOVE.
Salvage homes. Will also
do professional re-block-
ing and leveling,
anchors. Single or dou-
ble wide. Free estimates.
Other homes available.
We deliver and set up.
(605) 770-9211.
NOTICES::
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
pApERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Bart Pfankuch
South Dakota News Watch

Water levels in this major
source of drinking water for
Rapid City were so low this
spring that city leaders im-
plemented water-use restric-
tions weeks earlier than nor-
mal and the state delayed in-
stallation of public boat
docks.

Lingering drought condi-
tions and low levels of in-
flow from sources that feed
the Pennington County
reservoir were the main cul-
prits for the water shortage.

While heavy and consis-
tent rains in July and August
have bolstered water levels
in Pactola, the spring short-
age was a cautionary sign for
officials who monitor water
availability and for city resi-
dents who rely on the water.

Now, in another concern-
ing development, a new in-
depth federal hydrology
study of the entire Black
Hills region indicates that
some of the aquifers that
supply water to this growing
region of western South
Dakota are not keeping up
with demand.

The study of water avail-
ability in six bedrock
aquifers in the Black Hills
was completed by the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS)
and published on July 30.
The report showed that wa-
ter use within some of the
six "sub-aquifers" in the
Black Hills is outpacing the
rate at which the aquifers are
refilling.

James Jones, a senior
project manager with AE2S,
an engineering firm that
works on water issues in
South Dakota, said the por-
tions of the Madison and
Minnelusa aquifers that
showed water deficiencies
were in the most populated
and highest growth areas of
the Black Hills. Those areas,
Jones said, stretched roughly
from Box Elder on the east
through Rapid City and
Summerset to Sturgis on the
west.

"We're going to have a
much higher population and
higher draw on those re-
sources, so we have some
concerns because we're al-
ready exceeding the
recharge rate in those areas,"
Jones said. "We don't feel
that this level of growth and
use of the Madison (aquifer)
is sustainable."
Report bolsters argument

for Missouri pipeline
The new USGS report

adds further fuel to ongoing
efforts to build a $2 billion
pipeline from the Missouri
River to numerous destina-
tions in western South Dako-
ta.

Discussions have taken
place for several years on the
idea of building a pipeline to
bring water to the fast-grow-
ing region of western South
Dakota anchored by Rapid
City and the Black Hills.

The concept picked up
steam in late 2019 when the
Western Dakota Water De-
velopment District received
results of a study it commis-

sioned by the South Dakota
School of Mines.

The report showed that
water availability in the
Black Hills region would not
meet current demand during
a drought and eventually
will not meed demand in an
average rainfall year. The
study also concluded that a
pipeline from the Missouri
River was a valid option.

“Based on current use
and water demand projec-
tions, the region’s ability to
provide water during
drought conditions without
utilizing surface water and
groundwater storage is limit-
ed and will worsen as popu-
lation increases,” the study
concluded. “While expen-
sive and challenging, it is
feasible to transport Mis-
souri River water to the Rap-
id City region.”

In response to the find-
ings, the nonprofit Western
Dakota Regional Water Sys-
tem (WDRWS) was formed
in September 2021 to active-
ly pursue the data, political
support and funding to make
the pipeline project a reality.

In the spring of 2022, the
WDRWS received a big
boost in its efforts when the
South Dakota Legislature
approved $8 million in grant
funding from the American
Rescue Plan Act enacted by
the Biden administration to
develop engineering and fea-
sibility reports.

In each of the following
years, championed by state
Sen. Helene Duhamel of

Rapid City, the system has
received another $1 million
to further pursue studies
needed to support the proj-
ect. Last fall, the South
Dakota congressional dele-
gation proposed measures
seeking $10 million in
matching funds to help pay
for a full federal feasibility
study required by the federal
Bureau of Reclamation to
get the project started.

Pipeline would serve
much of western SD
Kristin Conzet, a former

lawmaker from Rapid City
who is now director of the
WDRWS, said the current
proposal is to build a 161-
mile, 72-inch diameter
pipeline from the Missouri
River with a 2,000 foot ele-
vation lift along the way.

In all, 47 municipalities
or water systems from Win-

ner to Fort Pierre to Rapid
City have signed on as part-
ners in the project and could
receive water from the sys-
tem once operational, she
said.

In addition, the nonprofit
group is also looking at po-
tential avenues to capture
and redistribute groundwater
or surface water in the north-
ern and western Black Hills
areas that tend to have sur-
plus supplies.

“This is just about prov-
ing clean, reliable water in
the future” and could take
two decades or more of hard
work and funding, Conzet
told News Watch.

“We’re trying to replicate
what seven water systems in
eastern South Dakota are al-
ready doing,” she said of the
Lewis & Clark Regional
Water System that launched

in 1990 and will pipe Mis-
souri River water to about
350,000 people in South
Dakota, Minnesota and
Iowa.

“If this project was laid
out A to Z, under each letter
is 100 things that must be
done,” she said. “I wish we
could have a big shiny thing
to show people right now.
But in order to turn the first
shovel of dirt, all these
things must get done, in or-
der and correctly.”

This story was produced
by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read
more stories and donate at
sdnewswatch.org and sign
up for an email to get stories
when they're published.
Contact Bart Pfankuch at
bart.pfankuch@sd-
newswatch.org.

Black Hills water supplies not meeting demand, study says

NOT KEEPING UP — WAter levels in Pactola Reservoir, S.D., in the Black Hills of South Dakota -
- a main source of drinking water for the Rapid City region -- were far lower than normal on
April 21, 2025. [SUbmitted Photo/BART pFANKUCH]
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