
Subscribe
to the
Custer

Chronicle
or

Call
673-2217

Thanks for saying
you saw 

it in the Western
Trader!

To ensure publication,
ads must be received

by 5 p.m. Friday 
605-673-2217



   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
ATTENTION MUSIC
LOVERS:  Purchase your
‘25-‘26. Hot Springs Area
Community Concert tickets
now. The first concert is
Sept. 12 in Hot Springs. $60
individual tickets; $130 fam-
ily tickets; One membership
is used for 18 concerts in
four locations.  Volunteer
ticket sellers are Mark
Hogg—673-5509; Cozy
Dorton—673-4974; Sue
Bruer (Heads West) –673-
2642; Jan Skott—673-5061;
Lois Wells—673-2591.
Membership Drive is Aug.
13-Sept. 8. Call now.    104 35c

GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
MOVING SALE: Everything
goes. Priced to sell.
Saturday, August 30. 8am-
2pm. 25426 HeSapa Trail. 

116 35p

APPLIANCES
FOR SALE – 55” LG
SMART TV with stand,
remotes and LG SOUND-
BAR & base. Works great!
$200.00  605-673-1286.

117 36c

HELP WANTED
CUSTER LUTHERAN FEL-
LOWSHIP IS SEEKING
applicants for a facility and
property manager. This is a
part-time position (15-20
hours/week) with competi-
tive pay based on skills and
abilities. This individual will
be responsible for cleaning
all areas of the church as
well as conducting basic
repairs and maintenance to
the building and property.
For more information please
email at
pastor_clf@gwtc.net.    118 38c
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-

2217.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
HUNDREDS OF
DISCOUNTED items at 101
Pine Ave. Hill City -
Saturdays 10 AM Until 4 PM

86  28tfn

FOR RENT:
ONE AND TWO ROOM
MONTHLY SPACES. From
$700 to $1,000. All utilities
included. WIFI and Roku,
too. Private laundry soon.
Dogs welcome. Three
minutes from Custer.
Remodeled and clean.
605-440-0370 110 39p

YEAR AROUND APART-
MENTS FOR RENT IN HILL
CITY: • 2 BR, one bath in
fourplex apartment; Four BR,
one bath basement apart-
ment. Call Vic at 605-209-
3963. 92 29tfn

TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc
THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.

$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn
AUTOS FOR SALE:
CLASSIC CARS FOR
SALE: Located in Hot
Springs. 1952 Buick Dyna-
Flow, 4-door; Two 1952
Pontiac Silverstreaks, 4-
doors; 1962 Pontiac
Catalina, 4-door; 1965
Pontiac Bonneville convert-
ible body; 1982 Firebird V8,
carbureted; 1986 Firebird
parts car, T-Top: 1989
Firebird T-Top, bad engine;
1993 Chevy 3/4-Ton, 4x4
diesel, 4 speed. Call 605-
891-9836. 115 35p

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR

OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.
Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.
605-440-0123.             82 26tfn
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

EMPLOYMENT:
ASSISTANT TECHNOL-
OGY COORDINATOR/
Network Administrator
needed full-time, salary
TBD, with benefits; year-
round, starting immedi-
ately.  Apply online:
w w w . c s d . k 1 2 . s d . u s
Custer School District,

527 Montgomery St.,
Custer, SD 57730 605-
673-3154. EOE
bANKING POSITIONS
needed for growing
west/central South
Dakota bank.
L e n d e r / L o a n
P r o c e s s o r / Te l l e r s .
Western Dakota Bank,
Timber Lake, SD.  Call
Rusty at 605-865-3516.
LAND::
IN SEARCH OF PAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997
NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!
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$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217
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space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217
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space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Molly Wetsch
South Dakota News Watch

Situated just off I-90 on
the banks of the Missouri
River, with an unmistakable
Army helicopter perched out
front, is the South Dakota
Hall of Fame. It sits just
west of the 55-foot tall Dig-
nity of Earth and Sky and
just east of the Aktá Lakota
Museum, both of which are
emblems of the Chamberlain
area. 

The Hall of Fame’s new
fundraising efforts are work-
ing to make it a similarly es-
sential stop for travelers
coming through town.

The Legacies of Excel-
lence campaign, which aims
to raise $4,455,000 by the
end of 2026, will supple-
ment the Hall of Fame’s ini-
tiatives through multiple av-
enues, including exhibits and
collections and the visitor
and education center. The
campaign began in 2024 and
has raised $2,360,422 to
date. 

Education program
to reach

elementary-age students
Laurie Becvar, CEO of

the hall, said one of the most
crucial goals of the fundrais-
ing campaign is expanding
the Legends and Learning
program, which provides
free lesson plans to public
school teachers who want to
implement more South
Dakota history into their
classrooms.

This year, it partnered
with Dakota State University
in Madison to offer a single-
credit graduate course for
teachers looking to imple-
ment Legends and Learning
into their classrooms. 

Under the fundraising
campaign, $1 million would
go to expanding the pro-
gram, with $500,000 re-
served as an endowment.
Michelle Hovland, program
manager, created the original
lesson plans that are provid-
ed to teachers. 

A long-term goal of Leg-
ends and Learning is to dras-
tically expand its reach state-
wide, with a goal of support
from the state Department of
Education. The department’s
current social studies stan-
dards state that “an impor-
tant element of history and
civic education is teaching
students about the history
and government of their
state, tribe, reservation, or
locality.”

“If we could partner with
the Department of Educa-
tion, that would be fabulous
because they're the ones that

are really leading the
charge,” Hovland told News
Watch. “Getting their bless-
ing would be a way for us to
reach more people and have
administrators and teachers
really comfortable using our
material.”

The Department of Edu-
cation did not return a re-
quest for comment.

Becvar explained that the
program especially reaches
kids in rural areas by high-
lighting successful individu-
als who got their start – and
stayed – in their rural home-
town. 

Hovland echoed similar
sentiments.

“There used to be a kind
of stigma (amongst children)
like, ‘I want to leave my
state. There's nobody suc-
cessful in my state,’” Hov-
land said. “Where that's just
not even remotely true.
There's so many amazing
people with their stories that
talk about their failures, their
success, how they overcame
their obstacles.”
Modernization campaign
hopes to boost Hall of

Fame tourism
Some of the other priority

projects under the fundrais-
ing campaign include replac-
ing the furnace and air con-
ditioner for the museum as
well as fixing the foundation
of the building, which has
housed the Hall of Fame
since 2000 when it moved to
Chamberlain from Fort
Pierre.

There’s also a goal to
support the comprehensive
integration of technology in-
to the museum’s exhibits and
collections. Becvar said
there's potential for holo-
gram technology, updated
digital displays and interac-
tive materials to become part
of the permanent exhibits.

That could help make the
museum a destination in and
of itself, she said.

The hall’s goal is to at-
tract 5,000 visitors this year.
That's well below its more
popular neighboring attrac-
tions: the 50-foot-tall Digni-
ty sculpture that honors the
Lakota and Dakota people
and the Aktá Lakota muse-
um on Saint Joseph's Indian
School that preserves Lakota
culture.

Becvar sees an opportuni-
ty to capitalize on those at-
tractions’ popularity and
work cooperatively, with a
combination of exhibitions
and marketing techniques. 

The use of geofencing
and targeted advertising has
helped Dignity visitors be-
come aware of the additional

information about the sculp-
ture they can access at the
hall and extend their stay in
Chamberlain a bit longer,
she said. 

“We had a woman come
in, and that's how she found
us – on her phone (through
targeted ads),” Becvar said.
“She was at Dignity and she
wanted to learn more about
it, the making and meaning
of Dignity, and she wanted
Dignity souvenirs.”

The Hall of Fame offers
all of those. It also hosts the
original cast of Dignity’s
head, which hangs impos-
ingly over the museum as
well as extensive informa-
tion about its creator, artist
Dale Lamphere, a 1987 Hall
of Fame inductee. 
2025 induction ceremony
One of the Hall’s busiest

times is during the annual in-
duction ceremony for the
new Hall of Fame honorees,
which takes place in Sep-
tember.

This year, 11 inductees
will be honored Sept. 12-13
rather than the usual 10 be-
cause of the addition of
Valentine McGillycuddy, the
hall’s first historical figure
honoree. It marks the intro-
duction of the new historical
figure category, which aims
to highlight the work of
South Dakotans from
decades past. 

McGillycuddy, who died
in 1939, has a corner of the
museum dedicated to his life
story thanks to his efforts in
medicine, as attending
physician to Crazy Horse
and in government service as
Indian agent on the Pine

Ridge reservation. The ex-
hibit is still being curated to
its finality but currently
holds artifacts from the
McGillycuddy house as well
as information about his life
and work.
Updated inductee bios
Becvar spoke to News

Watch about ensuring that
past inductees still feel con-
nected to the Hall of Fame
long after the ceremony
passes. 

“This is not a transaction-
al, once a year you have
your honor ceremony, and
then it's over,” Becvar said.
“We need to deliberately and
strategically foster those re-
lationships with our in-
ductees of the past.”

Some of that relationship-
building could mean ensur-
ing the inclusion of in-

ductees’ accomplishments
after their honor ceremony
through maintaining updated
biographical information on
the website and at the muse-
um. That doesn’t only sup-
port inductees but the long-
lasting mission of the Hall of
Fame, Becvar said. 

The hall functions not on-
ly as an interest point but as
a critical resource for histori-
cal preservation and educa-
tion. With the recent closure
of the state library in Pierre
to the public, the Hall of
Fame is in a unique position
to use its resources and years
of archives that not many
other organizations provide.

“I am amazed at the num-
ber of people across the
world that tap our resources
for so many different rea-
sons: somebody writing a
book, the obituaries for
someone's life,” Becvar said.
“It's a serious thing. The
mission is huge. There's no
one else that does this work
in our state.” 

This story was produced
by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read
more stories and donate at
sdnewswatch.org and sign
up for an email for statewide
stories. Investigative re-
porter Molly Wetsch is a Re-
port for America corps mem-
ber covering rural and In-
digenous issues. Contact her
at molly.wetsch@sd
newswatch.org

SD Hall of Fame aims to expand education and modernize exhibits

OUTSIDE THE HALL — he Army helicopter outside the Hall of Fame in Chamberlain July 15,
2025.. [Submitted Photo/MOLLY WETSCH - SOUTH DAKOTA NEWS WATCH]
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