
Our deadlines are Friday by  5 pm for the
following week’s Wednesday paper

edition! Thank You. 

Thanks for saying
you saw 

it in the Western
Trader!



   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
FOR SALE: YARD ART,
unique items. Honor sys-
tem: Small $5, Large $10 to
$15. Ed Sedlezky 25216
U.S. Hwy 385. 103 33p

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY
YARD SALE! Friday, Aug.
8, Saturday, Aug. 9, Sunday,
Aug. 10. 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
26239 Rifle Pit Rd. Rain or
shine! From Pringle go east
on Hwy. 385 for four miles,
then left on Rifle Pit Road
one mile, second place on
the left. Signs will be posted.
Air compressor, tire chains,
large tool boxes, floor jack,
artwork, antiques, spotting
scope, knives, Bowtech
Patriot bow & arrows, two
crossbows, rocks, tools,
books, household items,
regfrigerator, heaters,
Christmas decor, bedding,
riding lawn mower, push
mower, weedeaters, jewelry,
clothes, coats, furniture, 18’
Lund 125 HP Merc, 9.9 kick-
er, hunting, fishing and
camping equipment, barbe-
cue grill, chainsaws, weed
burner, antique ammo,
engine hoist, accordian,
three jet pumps, guns, bicy-
cles, Graco paint sprayer

and much more! Worth the
drive. 104 32p

GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
HUNDREDS OF
DISCOUNTED items at 101
Pine Ave. Hill City -
Saturdays 10 AM Until 4 PM

86  28tfn

HELP WANTED:
CUSTER SCHOOL
DISTRICT HAS OpEN-
INGS:  paraprofessionals at
CES; Computer Technology
Integrationist;  part-time
custodian at CHS;  substi-
tute teachers at all school
buildings.  Please see
www.csd.k12.sd.us to apply.
527 Montgomery St.,
Custer, SD  57730 605-673-
3154 EOE 102 33c

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME
MAINTENANCE II role in
our Building & Grounds
Maintenance Department.
This position supports the
Maintenance Director in
planning and performing
maintenance and janitorial
duties across all county
buildings and grounds.
Leadership of up to two
additional staff may be
required. Requirements:
Applicants must be 18+,
hold a valid SD driver’s
license, and be capable of
operating various tools and
equipment, performing
snow removal, janitorial
tasks, and facility repairs.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs.,
work independently, lead
effectively, and obtain a SD
Commercial Pesticide
Applicator’s License
(Categories G & 4). A back-
ground check and compli-
ance with the County’s drug
policy are mandatory. Wage
& Benefits: Starting pay is

$22.00/hour. Includes paid
holidays, vacation, sick
leave, health insurance,
optional dental, vision, life
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match.
To Apply: Visit www.custer-
countysd.com/employment
or contact Amber Maidens,
HR Director, at 605-673-
8134 or amaidens@custer-
countysd.com. Applications
accepted until position is
filled. Custer County is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 97  34c

MISCELLANEOUS
HELp! DOES ANYONE
KNOW where to find Bob
Post’s enclosed trailer? Call
Brenda 605-381-9268. For
his sister, Ricky, 307-660-
6760. 101  32p

AUTOS FOR SALE

2000 JAGUAR XK8
CONVERTIbLE. Like new
condition. 41,000 miles.
$13,000. 605-673-2795.99  32p

FOR RENT:
YEAR AROUND ApART-
MENTS FOR RENT IN HILL
CITY: • 2 BR, one bath in
fourplex apartment; Four BR,
one bath basement apart-
ment. Call Vic at 605-209-
3963. 92 29tfn

TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc

THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR
OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.

Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.
605-440-0123.             82 26tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or

if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AUCTIONS:
INTERSTATE AUCTION
CENTER: Aug 9,
10:00am. 3 Miles East of
SF, exit 402, Brandon,
SD. Heavy machinery
consignment: construc-
tion, farm, lawn… Full
l isting: auctionzip.com
605-331-4550
NOTICES::
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
pApERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217
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Only 
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673-2217
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HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Makenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight

Thousands of South
Dakotans have been publicly
labeled as applicants for
government assistance and
thousands more have had
their email address and
phone number exposed, due
to a new state law and the
way the state’s election of-
fice is implementing it.

Although the legislation
creating the law received
some Democratic votes, it’s
a product of the Republican-
dominated Legislature. Re-
publican Gov. Larry Rhoden
signed it into law and Re-
publican Secretary of State
Monae Johnson is carrying
out its provisions. 

Several legislators, both
Democrats and Republicans,
are now telling South Dako-
ta Searchlight they did not
intend for the law to expose
sensitive information — es-
pecially the identity of pub-
lic assistance applicants.

“This is what happens
when you put the wrong
people in charge,” said state
House Minority Leader Erin
Healy, D-Sioux Falls, who
voted against the bill. “We
talk a lot about freedom and
privacy in this state, so it’s a
shame that this legislation
led to this type of breach.”

About the new law
The legislation passed in

March. It requires the Secre-
tary of State’s Office —
which oversees elections —
to make the state’s entire

voter registration list freely
available online, after the list
was previously available on-
ly for a $2,500 fee. 

Activists who favor the
hand-counting of ballots, op-
pose the use of vote-count-
ing machines and deny the
legitimacy of the 2020 presi-
dential election were among
those who promoted the leg-
islation as an “election in-
tegrity” measure.

When the law took effect
July 1, the Secretary of
State’s Office made the
statewide voter registration
list freely available on its
website, containing informa-
tion about 668,419 regis-
tered voters.

South Dakota Searchlight
downloaded the list and
found it included informa-
tion such as each voter’s
name, political party and ad-
dress. It additionally includ-
ed phone numbers and email
addresses, if voters provided
those two pieces of optional
information while filling out
their voter registration form,
or if the information was au-
tomatically included when
voters registered through an-
other government form, such
as an application for a dri-
ver’s license.

There was also a column
identifying where and how
voters registered, such as at a
driver’s exam station, a dis-
ability services office, a mili-
tary recruitment center, or
while applying for assistance
from the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program,

the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program,
or the Women, Infants and
Children program.

In all, 7,186 people were
labeled as having registered
to vote while applying for
some form of public assis-
tance, according to a Search-
light analysis.

Past practice
called into question
After the initial publica-

tion, the Secretary of State’s
Office updated and replaced
the older version of the
spreadsheet. The newer ver-
sion no longer includes
columns devoted to how a
voter registered, but the in-
formation still appears under
the “County” column for
some voters.

A spokesperson for the
office told South Dakota
Searchlight in an emailed
statement that the free
spreadsheet contains the
same information that was
“traditionally” available by
paying the $2,500 fee. The
office has not responded to
further questions from
Searchlight.

The South Dakota Demo-
cratic Party regularly pur-
chased the information in the
past. Executive Director Dan
Ahlers, a former legislator,
said past spreadsheets did
not identify voters as having
registered while applying for
public assistance.

“I think the trust between
South Dakotans and the state
government has certainly
been damaged here,” Ahlers
said. “I think leadership has
to answer for it. This is
something the secretary of
state will need to answer to
the Legislature about: why
this happened and how it can
be avoided.”

Former secretary of state
and current Public Utilities
Commissioner Chris Nelson,
a Republican, said lists com-
piled by his staff while he
was secretary of state from
2003 through 2010 did not
disclose how voters regis-
tered.

“It wasn’t a data item
where you could go through
a whole list and sort voters
by how they registered to
vote,” Nelson said.
Possible lawsuit predicted

Samantha Chapman, ad-

vocacy manager for the
American Civil Liberties
Union of South Dakota, said
the release of confidential
information could open the
state up to a lawsuit.

She said the state is es-
sentially forcing public as-
sistance applicants to avoid
registering to vote if they
want their application to re-
main private.

“But those who register
to vote now have to consent
to having that information
open to the public,” Chap-
man said.

The National Voter Reg-
istration Act requires public
assistance agencies to facili-
tate voter registration, and to
relay that voter information
to county auditors and the
Secretary of State’s Office.
But multiple federal laws
protect the confidentiality of
individual public assistance
records. 

Additionally, a state law
says any record concerning
an applicant or recipient of
public assistance through the
Department of Social Serv-
ices is confidential. There
are exceptions for “inspec-
tion by any person duly au-
thorized by this state or the
United States in connection
with the person’s official du-
ties,” and “for the purpose of
fair hearings as provided by
law.” 

When asking public as-
sistance applicants if they’d
like to register to vote, the
state Department of Social
Services economic assis-
tance application says “in-
formation regarding the of-
fice to which the voter regis-
tration form was submitted
will remain confidential and
be used only for voter regis-
tration purposes.”

In response to Searchlight
questions about the legality
of the state’s actions, South
Dakota Attorney General
Marty Jackley said he is ap-
pointing lawyers from his
office to discuss the matter
with the Secretary of State’s
Office and legislators.

The ACLU of South
Dakota sent a letter Thurs-
day to the Secretary of
State’s Office asking it to:

• Remove copies of the
statewide voter registration
file from its website.

• Remove from the file all
data about the method by
which a person registered to
vote.

• Notify all South Dakota
registered voters whose con-
fidential information was ex-
posed.

• Update language on its
website clarifying what reg-
istration information is pub-
lic and clarifying that voter
registrations completed
through a public assistance
office will remain confiden-
tial.

Rapid City Republican
Rep. Heather Baxter was the
main sponsor of the legisla-
tion requiring free publica-
tion of the voter registration
list. She said this week it
wasn’t her intention to publi-
cize how voters registered.
She only wanted information
necessary to verify South
Dakota’s voter rolls and to
contact voters about their
registration’s accuracy.

The bill’s lead Senate
sponsor, Rapid City Repub-
lican John Carley, expressed
similar motivations.

“All the bill did was
make the voter registration
file available at no cost to
the public,” Carley said.
“The source information
wasn’t included in the voter
registration file before this
law and it shouldn’t be there
after.”

Legislators are all includ-
ed in the spreadsheet, be-
cause they have to be regis-
tered to run for office. That
means their address — and
their phone number and
email address, for those who
provided them — are avail-
able to the public, even
though legislative leaders re-
moved lawmakers’ address-
es from the legislative web-
site last month. The decision
was motivated by safety
concerns after the shootings
of two legislators and their
spouses at their homes in
Minnesota.

Complaints extend to
list’s accessibility, impact

on campaigns
Carley is also upset with

the Secretary of State’s Of-
fice for the way it’s publish-
ing the list. The office initial-
ly posted it as a simple
download link. Since then,
the office has added an on-

line form that has to be filled
out first. After filling out the
form — which requires in-
formation including a name,
address, phone number and
email — the website auto-
generates an email contain-
ing download links.

Carley said the form hin-
ders transparency and in-
vades privacy. 

“This is public informa-
tion the taxpayer is paying
for, so there shouldn’t be a
mechanism to track individ-
uals,” he said.

Lincoln County Auditor
Sheri Lund said privacy con-
cerns are causing more peo-
ple to submit new voter reg-
istration forms without the
optional phone number and
email address, so that those
pieces of information won’t
be publicly available.

Lund has been informing
voters about the matter since
lawmakers passed the bill in
March.

“I think people are con-
cerned about it and don’t
know what the benefit of do-
ing it was,” Lund said. “I
don’t understand. There is
no control over whoever is
downloading that informa-
tion.”

Lund said she’s not op-
posed to the information be-
ing available at no cost, but
she’d rather have the request
go to county auditors and
“not be available for any-
body to go through online.”

Campaigns are the typical
users of the phone numbers
and email addresses, Lund
said, but she expects that to
become more difficult as
more voters file new forms
to retract the information.

“It’s going to be harder
for people running for posi-
tions to talk to voters if they
want to call or text,” Lund
said. “Otherwise, they’ll just
reference the list for mailing
information. There’ll be
more mailers, so the post of-
fice should be happy.” 

Makenzie Huber is a life-
long South Dakotan who
regularly reports on the in-
tersection of politics and
policy with health, educa-
tion, social services and In-
digenous affairs. Her work
with South Dakota Search-
light earned her the title of
South Dakota's Outstanding
Young Journalist in 2024,
and she was a 2024 finalist
for the national Livingston
Awards.

South Dakota Searchlight
is part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization.

Election office publishes voter list labeling thousands as public assistance applicants

To ensure publication,
ads must be received

by 5 p.m. Friday
605-673-2217
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