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   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
ATTENTION MUSIC
LOVERS:  Purchase your
‘25-‘26. Hot Springs Area
Community Concert tickets
now. The first concert is
Sept. 12 in Hot Springs. $60
individual tickets; $130 fam-
ily tickets; One membership
is used for 18 concerts in
four locations.  Volunteer
ticket sellers are Mark
Hogg—673-5509; Cozy
Dorton—673-4974; Sue
Bruer (Heads West) –673-
2642; Jan Skott—673-5061;
Lois Wells—673-2591.
Membership Drive is Aug.
13-Sept. 8. Call now.    104 36c
APPLIANCES
FOR SALE – 55” LG
SMART TV with stand,
remotes and LG SOUND-
BAR & base. Works great!
$200.00  605-673-1286.

117 36c

HELP WANTED
CUSTER COUNTY IS
ACCEpTING AppLICA-
TIONS FOR A pART-TIME
CLERICAL SUppORT
position with Public Health
Nursing Services. This role
provides administrative
assistance, client communi-
cation, vaccination record
updates, and office support.
The position works
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM, with no
weekends and most holi-
days off. Starting wage is
$17.00/hr, with occasional
travel to Rapid City for train-
ings. Applicants must meet

immunization requirements
and maintain HIPAA confi-
dentiality. Apply online at
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact the
Custer County Human
Resources Office at 605-
673-8134 or
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. 120 36tfn

CUSTER LUTHERAN FEL-
LOWSHIp IS SEEKING
applicants for a facility and
property manager. This is a
part-time position (15-20
hours/week) with competi-
tive pay based on skills and
abilities. This individual will
be responsible for cleaning
all areas of the church as
well as conducting basic
repairs and maintenance to
the building and property.
For more information please
email at
pastor_clf@gwtc.net.    118 38c
SpLISH SpLASH CAR
WASH hiring part-time
maintenance person. Call
308-250-0285 for more
information. 114 34p

FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
GIANT DOWNSIZING
SALE - Friday, Sept 12 &
Saturday Sept 13 -
Household items, furniture,
tools, lawnmower, bed and
bedding and much more!
520 Major Lake Drive,
(Sunset Creek) Hill City.     

122 36c

AUTUMN FALLING
pRICES!  ALL ITEMS DIS-
COUNTED at Back Alley
Bargains 101 Pine Ave Hill
City (directly behind Super 8
Hotel) Saturdays 10 AM
Until 4 PM - Free Coffee and
Cookies! 119 36tfn

FOR RENT:
FOR RENT: 3 bEDROOM 1
bATH mobile home  4 miles
west on Hwy 16, $1,250 per
month includes, large lot,
10'x20' storage shed, water,
sewer, & garbage; Available
15 September; call Richard
605 673-2587. 121 39c

ONE AND TWO ROOM
MONTHLY SpACES. From
$700 to $1,000. All utilities
included. WIFI and Roku,
too. private laundry soon.
Dogs welcome. Three
minutes from Custer.
Remodeled and clean.
605-440-0370 110 39p

TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc
THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn
BUSINESS SPACE:
HUGE OppORTUNITY
FOR SMALL SpACE FOR

RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food
service qualified (former
ice cream/antique shops
available immediately).
NOW IS THE TIME.
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.

45 36tfn

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR
OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.
Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.
605-440-0123.             82 26tfn
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page

if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

EMPLOYMENT:
bANKING pOSITIONS
needed for growing
west/central South
Dakota bank.
L e n d e r / L o a n
P r o c e s s o r / Te l l e r s .
Western Dakota Bank,
Timber Lake, SD.  Call
Rusty at 605-865-3516.
EVENTS:
DAKOTA TERRITORY
GUN COLLECTORS Gun
Show, Mobridge, SD.
September 13-14.
Saturday 9-5 & Sunday
9-3.  Call Gene @ 605-
848-2427.
FOR SALE::
FOR SALE: 1989 JD
8820 Titan II combine;
1981 JD 7720 combine;
JD 222 Flex Head (22-ft).
Hayti, SD area. Call
(605) 783-3262.
LAND::
IN SEARCH OF pAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997

MISCELLANEOUS::
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIp REpLACEMENT
SURGERY and suffered
an infection between
2020 and the present
time, you may be entitled
to compensation. Call
Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
WE bUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373
bATH & SHOWER
UpDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-754-0067
STOp OVERpAYING
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket
costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income
based government subsi-
dies are available for
those that qualify!
NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
pApERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE
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HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Carson Walker
South Dakota News Watch

Not too long ago, most
people’s local and statewide
media choices were largely
limited to three TV stations,
a newspaper or two and a
slew of radio stations offer-
ing a variety of program-
ming.

Recent developments in
South Dakota illustrate how
changing reader habits are
rewriting the state's media
landscape.

“There was a time when
it took 20 years to happen
what’s happened in the past
couple of weeks in South
Dakota,” said Dave Bor-
dewyk, executive director of
the South Dakota NewsMe-
dia Association.

Here are recent changes
in the state’s media land-
scape, which includes legacy
organizations as well as so-
called digital-first organiza-
tions like South Dakota
News Watch. It is not ex-
haustive and does not delve
into the financial and audi-
ence habits that led to the
changes.
Recent changes to radio,
TV and newspapers
SDPB people and
programming cuts
South Dakota Public

Broadcasting last week an-
nounced that it will reduce
its staff by 25 percent across
its programs and services in
response to a $2.2 million
annual cut in federal fund-
ing.

The radio program “In
the Moment” and TV pro-
gram “South Dakota Focus”
were eliminated, and output
of “Dakota Life” on TV and
educational resources will be
reduced.

SDPB said it will priori-
tize news of open govern-
ment and access to the Leg-
islature. And it will continue
its coverage of high school
athletic championships and
fine arts events. The network
will also keep all its TV and
radio transmitters to main-
tain 98 percent of statewide
coverage.

“This is the hardest deci-
sion we've ever had to
make,” said Julie Overgaard,
SDPB executive director,
adding that she hopes to re-
store some of the staff
through fundraising efforts.  
Four newspapers saved

by new owner
As the SDPB changes un-

folded, four newspapers that
were abruptly shuttered
weeks earlier found new life
when a new owner bought
the properties.

Champion Media, a fami-
ly-owned community news-
paper company based in
North Carolina, said it was
acquiring and restarting The
Brookings Register, Huron
Plainsman, Redfield Press
and Moody County Enter-
prise at Flandreau.

“Every community de-
serves a newspaper and a
voice and we feel fortunate
to be able to help provide
that,” said CEO Scott Cham-
pion.
Other newspaper changes

The challenges of deliv-
ering a printed product have
increased significantly re-
cently because the U.S.
Postal Service now process-
es much of South Dakota’s
mail in surrounding states.

Some newspaper sub-
scribers wait a week or more
for editions printed only a
few miles away, Bordewyk
said.

“So it’s making that ad
worthless and causing adver-
tisers to pull away,” he said,
adding that skyrocketing
costs for labor, newsprint
and other expenses also
weigh on bottom lines.

About 75 of the roughly
100 newspapers in the state
have reported delivery prob-
lems.

Larger, corporate-owned
newspapers have had to cut
resources because of heavy
debt loads, but the issue for
most smaller operators is ra-
zor-thin margins, Bordewyk
said.

“I fear their delivery is
being changed in such a way
to the point where they
won’t be able to restore it,”
he said.

When a local news
source closes, the impact is
twofold, Bordewyk said.

“Connectivity: Connect-
ing people to know what is
going on in the community
and to have a trusted, reli-
able source for news. Ac-
countability: Having an in-
dependent source of journal-
ism that reports about local
government, what the school
board and city council (are)
doing and reporting to the
community. If you don’t
have those two things, I be-
lieve a community will suf-
fer,” he said.

About 40 South Dakota
newspapers closed over the
past 30 years, but the state
still has one of the highest
number per capita.

SDNA changed its by-
laws a few years ago to al-
low new media organiza-
tions like South Dakota
News Watch and another
statewide nonprofit, South

Dakota Searchlight, to join.
Other startups include

three newspapers that pub-
lish both online and print
editions where Gannett-
owned papers still operate:
The Dakota Scout in Sioux
Falls, started by two former
Sioux Falls Argus Leader re-
porters, and the Aberdeen In-
sider and Watertown Cur-
rent, owned by Aberdeen
businessman Troy Mc-
Quillen.

TV news
In commercial television,

Nexstar Media Group Inc.,
which owns KELO-TV in
Sioux Falls, said it plans to
acquire Tegna Inc. to form a
new company that would
serve 80 percent of U.S.
households, if approved.
(Tegna is comprised of Gan-
nett's former broadcast and
digital division.)

Besides the CBS affiliate
that serves the entire state,
KELO operates
keloland.com, South Dako-
ta's top news website. Nexs-
tar also provides local news
from KCAU-TV, the ABC
station in Sioux City, Iowa.

Nexstar said the merger
would help ensure that local
news and programming con-
tinues from trusted, local
sources and a diversity of lo-
cal voice and opinion.

Local TV streaming
KELO also has started

streaming more program-
ming on its website, a smart-
phone app and services like
Roku, Fire TV and Apple
TV.

“What you see a lot of
broadcast companies trying
to do is meet the viewer
where they are,” said Gary
Weitman, Nexstar’s chief
communications officer.
“It’s not designed to replace
or move anything off broad-
cast.”

South Dakota’s other ma-
jor local TV news provider,
Gray Media, broadcasts on
KSFY-TV (ABC), KDLT-
TV (NBC) and KTTW-TV
(FOX) in Sioux Falls under
Dakota News Now, on KO-
TA-TV (ABC) and KEVN-
TV (FOX) in Rapid City as
KOTA Territory News and
on KTIV-TV (NBC) in
Sioux City.

Chris Gross, KOTA Terri-
tory general manager, said
his stations are adding to
their streaming efforts to in-
clude more detailed cover-
age of news stories and se-
vere weather.

“We can be live on there
more in depth without break-
ing into over-the-air pro-
gramming,” he said.

KNBN-TV, the NBC af-
filiate in Rapid City, was
bought last year by North
Dakota-based Forum Com-
munications Co., which pre-
viously purchased two Sioux
Falls stations, KWSD-TV
(now KSFL-TV) and
KCWS-TV.

Forum also operates the
Mitchell Republic newspa-
per and a printing plant in
Sioux Falls as well as Sioux
Falls Live, an online news
and sports site.

Forum’s latest acquisition
was MetroSports TV, which
it has rebranded Midwest
Sports+ to provide shows
and live-streamed play-by-
play of high school and col-
lege games, including Uni-
versity of Sioux Falls foot-
ball and basketball.

KNBN doesn’t have a
separate news app, but some
sports from KNBN and KS-
FL will feed into Midwest
Sports+, said Mary Jo Hot-
zler, Forum's chief content
officer.

“It’s all very intercon-
nected with what we’re do-
ing. You’ll see (sports
writer) Matt Zimmer on
Sioux Falls Live and he'll
have stories and columns
covering the Jackrabbits, but
you'll also see him on Mid-
west Sports+,” she said.

Commercial radio
Another company inno-

vating how it delivers con-
tent is The HomeSlice Me-
dia Group.

It runs six Black Hills ra-
dio stations and the state’s
largest podcast network and
launched The Rapid City
Post, a digital newspaper
with more than 16,000 email
subscribers that will soon
have a print edition, said
Brad “Murdoc” Jurgensen,
chief revenue officer and ex-
ecutive producer.

“Our primary vision of
The Rapid City Post is free,
ad-supported, locally staffed
community media with
strong journalistic standards,
available to everyone as they

like to digest it,” he said.
A map of the current

state and looking ahead
In response to readers

asking about media changes,
South Dakota News Watch
created the interactive
Google Map below that lists
all traditional and new media
organizations as well as
blogs and other sources of
information in the state.

“The news ecosystem in
South Dakota, as it is every-
where, is at an inflection
point. The traditional models
for gathering news and ad-
vertising, that model has
been broken up in large part.
And these new ways to pro-
vide that news and informa-
tion, streaming and through
apps that replace the tradi-
tional model, it’s really in
some respects, it’s exciting,”
Bordewyk said. “Not to
mention what AI (artificial
intelligence) is going to do.

“Opportunities exist, and
how communities respond
and engage will be fascinat-
ing.” 

Carson Walker worked in
radio, television, newspa-
pers and at The Associated
Press and now is CEO of
South Dakota News Watch,
an independent, nonprofit
organization that produced
this story. Read more stories
and donate at sd-
newswatch.org and sign up
for an email to get stories
when they'’re published.
Contact him at carson.walk-
er@sdnewswatch.org.

The state of South Dakota media: Cuts, closures and new voices
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